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MODEL PREDICTIVE CONTROL AND
OPTIMIZATION FOR BATTERY CHARGING
AND DISCHARGING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation application of and claims priority to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/591,917 entitled “BAT-
TERY CONTROL” and filed on Jan. 7, 2015 for Regan
Zane, et al., which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/924,644 entitled “BATTERY CON-
TROL” and filed on Jan. 7, 2014 for Regan Zane, et al., both
of which are incorporated herein by reference for all pur-
poses. U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/224,123 entitled
“AUTONOMOUS BATTERY CONTROL AND OPTIMI-
ZATION,” filed on Jul. 29, 2016 for Regan Zane, et al, is
incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with government support under
award DE-AR0000271 awarded by the Department of
Energy. The government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to battery
control and more particularly relates to autonomous battery
charge and discharge of battery cells in a battery unit and
optimization of the life of the battery cells.

BACKGROUND

Batteries are being used in many different applications,
such as electric vehicles. However, batteries often have
limitations based on size, capacity, cost, etc. that limit
usefulness and popularity. For example, electric vehicles
have distance limitations based on battery capacity that may
be unacceptable to consumers. In addition, electric vehicles
often require batteries to be replaced at a large cost on a time
interval that may make electric vehicles an expensive alter-
native to fossil fuel powered vehicles. Increasing battery
capacity and useful life helps to increase popularity of
electric vehicles and other battery powered devices.

While controlling battery charging and discharging, often
control loops have limits that are not known to the battery
controller. The limits may be a minimum voltage, a maxi-
mum charge or discharge rate, a maximum state-of-charge,
and the like. However, when the battery controller seeks to
respond to a change in load, a quick charge condition, etc.,
the battery controller will produce a control signal that may
take the battery to a limit where constraints may then take
over to ensure that battery does not exceed the limit. Often,
the nonlinearities imposed by the constraints cause instabil-
ity, which may have an undesirable effect.

BRIEF SUMMARY

An apparatus for model predictive control (“MPC”) is
disclosed. A method and system also perform the functions
of the apparatus. The apparatus includes a measurement
module that receives battery status information from one or
more sensors receiving information from a battery cell, and
a Kalman filter module that uses a Kalman filter and the
battery status information to provide a state estimate vector.
The apparatus includes a battery model module that inputs
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the state estimate vector and battery status information into
a battery model and calculates a battery model output, the
battery model representing the battery cell, and an MPC
optimization module that inputs one or more battery model
outputs and an error signal in a model predictive control
algorithm to calculate an optimal response. The optimal
response includes a modification of the error signal.

In one embodiment, the Kalman filter is an Extended
Kalman Filter (“EKF”) or a sigma-point Kalman filter
(“SPKF”). In another embodiment, the battery model
includes a reduced-order state-space representation (“re-
duced-order battery model”) of a full-order battery model,
where the full-order battery model includes one or more
equations that describe functionality of the battery cell.

In one embodiment, the reduced-order battery model
includes at least A, B, and C matrices in a state-space
representation, and may also include a D matrix. In another
embodiment, the battery model includes one or more con-
straints that limit one or more battery cell parameters. The
MPC optimization module uses the one or more constraints
in calculating the optimal response to provide an optimal
response that avoids the one or more constraints. In another
embodiment, the battery cell parameters include a cell
minimum voltage, a cell maximum voltage, a cell maximum
current, a maximum state-of-charge, a minimum  state-of-
charge, a cell minimum open circuit voltage, a cell maxi-
mum open circuit voltage, a maximum cell temperature,
lithium concentration in electrolyte, cell capacity, and/or a
cell temperature. In another embodiment, the Kalman filter
is initially populated with the reduced-order battery model.

In one embodiment, the apparatus includes a reduced
order module that produces the reduced-order battery model
based on the full-order battery model using a discrete
realization algorithm (“DRA”) or a continuous time realiza-
tion algorithm (“CRA”). The discrete realization algorithm
includes, using a full-order battery model with either transfer
functions in a Laplace domain or frequency responses in a
Fourier domain, which describe internal variables of the
battery cell, performing an inverse fast-Fourier transform
(“iFFT”) at a high sample rate to get an approximate
continuous-time impulse response of one or more of the
internal variables, integrating the impulse response to get a
continuous-time step response of one or more of the internal
variables, finding a discrete-time unit-pulse response of one
or more of the internal variables by shifting a step response
and subtracting from an original step response, using the
discrete-time unit-pulse response values together with the
Ho-Kalman algorithm to provide a discrete-time state-space
form of the battery model comprising A, B, C, and D
matrices, and adding one or more nonlinearities to the
discrete-time state-space form of the battery model in
response to the full-order battery model comprising nonlin-
earities.

The continuous time realization algorithm includes using
a full-order battery model with either transfer functions in a
Laplace domain or frequency responses in a Fourier domain,
which describe internal variables of the battery cell, sam-
pling a continuous-time frequency response of the full-order
battery model and processing the continuous-time frequency
response according to a van Overschee and de Moore
method to derive a continuous-time state-space form, con-
verting the continuous-time state-space form to a discrete-
time state-space form of the battery model comprising A, B,
C, and D matrices, and adding one or more nonlinearities to
the discrete-time state-space form of the battery model in
response to the full-order battery model comprising nonlin-
earities.
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In one embodiment, the MPC optimization module esti-
mates one or more future responses of the battery cell and
uses the one or more future responses to calculate the
optimal response. In another embodiment, the one or more
future responses each include discrete response values,
where each discrete response value is separated by a time
interval, and the one or more future responses include a
plurality of discrete response values. In another embodi-
ment, at least one of the one or more future responses
comprise between 10 and 150 discrete responses. In another
embodiment, the error signal includes a difference between
a reference signal and a predicted signal. The reference
signal may be a reference cell current, a reference cell
voltage, or a reference state-of-charge and the predicted
signal may be a predicted cell current, a predicted cell
voltage or a predicted state-of-charge. The battery model
module provides the predicted signal.

In one embodiment, the battery status information
includes at least a cell voltage and a cell current. In another
embodiment, the state estimate vector includes a represen-
tation of a battery cell state-of-charge and a representation of
a side reaction overpotential value, a concentration of
lithium in electrolyte of the battery cell, and/or a battery cell
open circuit voltage. In another embodiment, the battery cell
includes one of a plurality of battery cells forming a battery
unit, and also includes a battery state module that determines
a battery state of each battery cell of the battery unit, where
a battery state of a battery cell of the battery unit includes a
health of the battery cell. A battery state of at least one
battery cell of the battery unit differs from a battery state of
one or more other battery cells of the battery unit, each
battery cell is connected to a shared bus through a bypass
converter, and each bypass converter provides charge to the
battery cell and provides power from the battery cell to the
shared bus. In the embodiment, the apparatus includes a
charge/discharge modification module that determines,
based on the determined battery state of each battery cell of
the battery unit, an amount to vary a charging characteristic
for each battery cell of the battery unit with respect to a
reference charging characteristic, where the charging char-
acteristic for each battery cell varies as a function of voltage
of the shared bus, and a charge/discharge module that
charges and discharges a battery cell of the battery unit
based on the charging characteristic of the battery cell and
based on the shared bus voltage. The charge/discharge
module provides a shared bus reference voltage as a refer-
ence signal, and the reference signal is compared to a
predicted cell voltage to provide the error signal.

A method for MPC includes receiving battery status
information from one or more sensors receiving information
from a battery cell, using a Kalman filter and the battery
status information to provide a state estimate vector, input-
ting the state estimate vector and battery status information
into a battery model and calculating a battery model output,
the battery model representing the battery cell, and inputting
one or more battery model outputs and an error signal in a
model predictive control algorithm to calculate an optimal
response. The optimal response includes a modification of
the error signal.

In one embodiment, the method includes deriving a
reduced-order battery model from a full-order battery model
representing the battery cell, where the battery model
includes the reduced-order battery model. In another
embodiment, the method includes initializing the Kalman
filter by populating the Kalman filter with the reduced-order
battery model. In another embodiment, deriving the
reduced-order battery model from the full-order battery
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model includes using a discrete realization algorithm
(“DRA”) that includes using a full-order battery model with
either transfer functions in a Laplace domain or frequency
responses in a Fourier domain, which describe internal
variables of the battery cell, performing an inverse fast-
Fourier transform (“iFFT”) at a high sample rate to get an
approximate continuous-time impulse response of one or
more of the internal variables, integrating the impulse
response to get a continuous-time step response of one or
more of the internal variables, finding a discrete-time unit-
pulse response of one or more of the internal variables by
shifting a step response and subtracting from an original step
response, using the discrete-time unit-pulse response values
together with the Ho-Kalman algorithm to provide a dis-
crete-time state-space form of the battery model comprising
A, B, C, and D matrices, and adding one or more nonlin-
earities to the discrete-time state-space form of the battery
model in response to the full-order battery model having
nonlinearities.

In another embodiment, deriving the reduced-order bat-
tery model from the full-order battery model includes using
a continuous time realization algorithm (“CRA™), which
includes using a full-order battery model with either transfer
functions in a Laplace domain or frequency responses in a
Fourier domain, which describe internal variables of the
battery cell, sampling a continuous-time frequency response
of the full-order battery model and processing the continu-
ous-time frequency response according to a Van Overschee
and De Moore method to derive a continuous-time state-
space form, converting the continuous-time state-space form
to a discrete-time state-space form of the battery model
comprising A, B, C, and D matrices, and adding one or more
nonlinearities to the discrete-time state-space form of the
battery model in response to the full-order battery model
having nonlinearities.

In one embodiment, calculating an optimal response
includes estimating one or more future responses of the
battery cell and using the one or more future responses to
calculate the optimal response. In another embodiment, the
error signal includes a difference between a reference signal
and a predicted signal. The reference signal is a reference
cell current, a reference cell voltage, or a reference state-
of-charge and the predicted signal is a predicted cell current,
a predicted cell voltage or a predicted state-of-charge. The
battery model provides the predicted signal.

A system for MPC includes a plurality of direct current
(“DC”) to DC bypass converters, where each bypass con-
verter is connected to a battery cell of a plurality of battery
cells forming a battery unit, and to a shared bus. The battery
unit provides power to a load, and each bypass converter
controls charging and discharging of the connected battery
cell. The system includes a battery controller for each bypass
converter. The battery controller for a battery cell controls an
amount of charging and discharging of the attached battery
cell based on one or more control objectives. Each battery
controller includes a bypass converter droop controller that
controls current of the battery cell attached to the bypass
converter of the battery cell according to a modified error
signal, a measurement module that receives battery status
information from one or more sensors receiving information
from a battery cell, and a Kalman filter module that uses a
Kalman filter and the battery status information to provide a
state estimate vector. The battery controller includes a
battery model module that inputs the state estimate vector
and battery status information into a battery model and
calculates a battery model output, the battery model repre-
senting the battery cell, and an MPC optimization module



US 10,298,026 B2

5

that inputs one or more battery model outputs and an error
signal in a model predictive control algorithm to calculate an
optimal response. The optimal response includes the modi-
fied error signal, where the error signal includes a difference
between a reference signal and a predicted signal. The
battery model module provides the predicted signal.

In one embodiment, the system includes the battery unit
and/or the shared bus, where the shared bus provides power
to one or more of a shared bus battery and an auxiliary load.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the embodiments of the
invention will be readily understood, a more particular
description of the embodiments briefly described above will
be rendered by reference to specific embodiments that are
illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that
these drawings depict only some embodiments and are not
therefore to be considered to be limiting of scope, the
embodiments will be described and explained with addi-
tional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system for battery control;

FIG. 1B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery controller;

FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2B is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2C is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2D is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2E is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2F is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2G is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2H is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 21 is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2J is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery system;

FIG. 2K is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a battery unit;

FIG. 2L is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery unit;

FIG. 2M is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of a battery unit;

FIG. 2N is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a bypass converter;

FIG. 20 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of a bypass converter;

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus for battery charging;

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an alternate apparatus for battery charging;

FIG. 5A is a graph illustrating one embodiment of control
objectives;

FIG. 5B is a graph illustrating one alternate embodiment
of control objectives;

FIG. 5C is a graph illustrating charging characteristics of
several battery cells 105;

illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one

illustrating one
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FIG. 6A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery state data;

FIG. 6B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of reference state data;

FIG. 6C is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery model data;

FIG. 6D is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery unit properties;

FIG. 6E is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of control data;

FIG. 7A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery control method;

FIG. 7B is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
another embodiment of a battery control method;

FIG. 7C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery state modification method;

FIG. 7D is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a reference state determination method;

FIG. 7E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a balancing control method;

FIG. 7F is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery characterization method;

FIG. 7G is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery model control method;

FIG. 8A is a graph depicting a relationship between
relative capacity of a battery cell over time based on
maximum state-of-charge;

FIG. 8B is a graph depicting a relationship between
maximum open circuit voltage of a battery cell and capacity
mismatch relative to a strongest battery cell;

FIG. 9A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus for using a model predictive
controller;

FIG. 9B is a schematic block diagram illustrating another
embodiment of an apparatus for using a model predictive
controller;

FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a more
detailed block diagram of a model predictive controller;

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a typical
state-space representation of a reduced-order transfer func-
tion;

FIG. 12A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
one embodiment of a model predictive control method;

FIG. 12B is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
another embodiment of a model predictive control method;

FIG. 12C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
one method of deriving a reduced-order battery model;

FIG. 12D is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating an
alternate method of deriving a reduced-order battery model;
and

FIG. 12E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating a
more detailed method of calculating an optimal response.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE

INVENTION
Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means that a

particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and similar language
throughout this specification may, but do not necessarily, all
refer to the same embodiment, but mean “one or more but
not all embodiments” unless expressly specified otherwise.
The terms “including,” “comprising,” “having,” and varia-

tions thereof mean “including but not limited to” unless
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expressly specified otherwise. An enumerated listing of
items does not imply that any or all of the items are mutually
exclusive and/or mutually inclusive, unless expressly speci-
fied otherwise. The terms “a,” “an,” and “the” also refer to
“one or more” unless expressly specified otherwise.

Furthermore, the described features, advantages, and
characteristics of the embodiments may be combined in any
suitable manner. One skilled in the relevant art will recog-
nize that the embodiments may be practiced without one or
more of the specific features or advantages of a particular
embodiment. In other instances, additional features and
advantages may be recognized in certain embodiments that
may not be present in all embodiments.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (“RAM”), a read-only memory
(“ROM”), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(“EPROM” or Flash memory), a static random access
memory (“SRAM”™), a portable compact disc read-only
memory (“CD-ROM”), a digital versatile disk (“DVD”), a
memory stick, a floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device
such as punch-cards or raised structures in a groove having
instructions recorded thereon, and any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A computer readable storage medium, as
used herein, is not to be construed as being transitory signals
per se, such as radio waves or other freely propagating
electromagnetic waves, electromagnetic waves propagating
through a waveguide or other transmission media (e.g., light
pulses passing through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical
signals transmitted through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
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guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computing
device, partly on the user’s computing device, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computing
device and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the
remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the user’s computing device
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection
may be made to an external computer (for example, through
the Internet using an Internet Service Provider). In some
embodiments, electronic circuitry including, for example,
programmable logic circuitry, field-programmable gate
arrays (FPGA), or programmable logic arrays (PLA) may
execute the computer readable program instructions by
utilizing state information of the computer readable program
instructions to personalize the electronic circuitry, in order to
perform aspects of the present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by hardware circuits, programmable hardware
devices, computer readable program instructions, and the
like.

Computer readable program instructions may be provided
to a processor of a general purpose computer, special pur-
pose computer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks. These computer
readable program instructions may also be stored in a
computer readable storage medium that can direct a com-
puter, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/or
other devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
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blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

Many of the functional units described in this specifica-
tion have been labeled as modules, in order to more par-
ticularly emphasize their implementation independence. For
example, a module may be implemented as a hardware
circuit comprising custom VLSI circuits or gate arrays,
off-the-shelf semiconductors such as logic chips, transistors,
or other discrete components. A module may also be imple-
mented in programmable hardware devices such as field
programmable gate arrays, programmable array logic, pro-
grammable logic devices or the like.

Modules may also be implemented in software as execut-
able code for execution by various types of processors. An
identified module of program instructions may, for instance,
comprise one or more physical or logical blocks of execut-
able code which may, for instance, be organized as an object,
procedure, or function. Nevertheless, the executables of an
identified module need not be physically located together,
but may comprise disparate instructions stored in different
locations which, when joined logically together, comprise
the module and achieve the stated purpose for the module.

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or char-
acteristics of the embodiments may be combined in any
suitable manner. In the following description, numerous
specific details are provided, such as examples of program-
ming, software modules, user selections, network transac-
tions, database queries, database structures, hardware mod-
ules, hardware circuits, hardware chips, etc., to provide a
thorough understanding of embodiments. One skilled in the
relevant art will recognize, however, that embodiments may
be practiced without one or more of the specific details, or
with other methods, components, materials, and so forth. In
other instances, well-known structures, materials, or opera-
tions are not shown or described in detail to avoid obscuring
aspects of an embodiment.

The description of elements in each figure may refer to
elements of proceeding figures. Like numbers refer to like
elements in all figures, including alternate embodiments of
like elements. Note that for clarity, the word “unit” in the
parent application, U.S. Ser. No. 14/591,917 [hereinafter
“the *917 Application] and its associated provisional appli-
cation, U.S. 61/924,644 [hereinafter the 644 Application”]
have been replaced in the present Application with “cell” so
that a “battery unit” in the *917 and the *644 Applications is
a “battery cell” in the present Application, “unit voltage”
becomes “cell voltage,” “unit current” becomes “cell cur-
rent,” and the like. In the present Application, a plurality of
battery cells forms a battery unit.

The articles and presentations Zane, Regan, et al. “Robust
Cell-Level Modeling and Control of Large Battery Packs,”
Control Number 0675-1537; Costinett, Daniel, “Active Bal-
ancing System for Electric Vehicles and Incorporated Low
Voltage Bus;” Zane, Regan, “Robust Cell-Level Modeling
and Control of Large Battery Packs,” AMPED Annual
Meeting: Government Panel Review, Jan. 9, 2014; Zane,
Regan, “Robust Cell-Level Modeling and Control of Large
Battery Packs,” AMPED Annual Meeting Review, Jan. 8,
2014; Zane, Regan, “Robust Cell-Level Modeling and Con-
trol of Large Battery Packs,” AMPED Q3 Quarterly Review;
Zane, Regan, “Robust Cell-Level Modeling and Control of

20

25

30

40

45

55

10

Large Battery Packs,” AMPED Poster (two pages); “Robust
Cell-Level Modeling and Control of Large Battery Packs,”
AMPED Poster; Levron, Yoash et al. “Low Complexity
Kalman Filter for Battery Charge Estimation;” and Zane,
Regan, “Robust Cell-Level Modeling and Control of Large
Battery Packs;” Technology, Advantages, and Differentia-
tion are incorporated herein by reference.

In one aspect of the embodiments, an open circuit cell
voltage V¢4, 18 controlled to an upper limit as

Voc
Vocmax = Vimax =K 70 Q-0
where V,,,is a maximum cell voltage limit, K is a nonzero

control constant, Q, is a cell capacity of the given battery cell
of a battery unit, and Q is a cell capacity of a maximum
capacity battery cell, an average cell capacity of the plurality
of battery cells, or a predefined cell capacity.

In one aspect of the embodiments, an apparatus includes
a shared bus and a central controller controlling a plurality
of direct current (DC) to DC bypass converters each with an
associated battery cell of a battery unit. Outputs of each
bypass converter are in parallel electrical communication
with the shared bus. In one embodiment, a central controller
determines a battery state for each battery cell of a battery
unit and decreases a rate of divergence of the battery cell
state from a reference state.

In one aspect of the embodiments, an apparatus includes
a shared bus and a plurality of isolated balancing DC to DC
bypass converters, where each bypass converter is associ-
ated with one battery cell of the battery unit. In one
embodiment, inputs of each bypass converter are in parallel
electrical communication with the associated battery cell
and outputs of each bypass converter are in parallel electri-
cal communication with the shared bus, and each bypass
converter determines a battery state for the associated bat-
tery cell and decreases a rate of divergence of the battery
state from a reference state. In one embodiment, the refer-
ence state is the shared bus voltage. In another embodiment,
the reference state is a reference state-of-charge, which may
be calculated based on battery system measurements from a
single battery cell, from an average of all battery cells, and
the like, or may be calculated based on equations from at
least a portion of a battery model of any or all battery cells.

In one aspect of the embodiments, the battery state may
include a cell state-of-charge, a cell state-of-discharge, a cell
capacity, a cell state-of-health, a cell impedance, a cell
voltage, a cell current, a minimum cell voltage, a maximum
cell voltage, a cell temperature, a cell power capability, a cell
history, a cell electrochemical model parameter, a cell life-
prognostic model parameter, and the like. In another
embodiment, the reference state may include a reference
state-of-charge, a reference state-of-discharge, a reference
capacity, a reference state-of-health, a reference cell imped-
ance, a reference cell resistance, a reference cell voltage, a
reference cell open circuit voltage, a reference cell current,
a reference minimum cell voltage, a reference maximum cell
voltage, a reference cell temperature, a reference power
capability, a reference cell history, a reference cell electro-
chemical parameter, a reference cell life-prognostic param-
eter, and the like. In one example, the charging characteristic
for the reference state or a battery cell may include one or
more of the variables and characteristics listed above.

In one aspect of the embodiments, the battery state for
each battery cell of a battery unit is determined to reduce
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variability of any battery state between a plurality of battery
cells. In another aspect of the embodiments, the variability
of the battery state between the plurality of battery cells of
a battery units is reduced over a divergence interval. In
another aspect of the embodiments, the apparatus includes a
capacitor in parallel electrical communication with the
shared bus. In another aspect of the embodiments, the shared
bus voltage is proportional to a charging characteristic of the
reference state. In another aspect of the embodiments, the
apparatus includes a central controller that senses the shared
bus voltage. In another aspect of the embodiments, the
central controller communicates with each of the plurality of
bypass converters on an analog shared communications bus
and/or a digital shared communications bus.

In one embodiment, the central controller communicates
a control signal to each of the plurality of bypass converters
that modifies a charging characteristic of the battery state. In
another embodiment, the central controller determines the
battery state for each battery unit. In another embodiment,
the divergence is a cell capacity mismatch. In another
embodiment, the shared bus charges the battery units by
supplying power from an external power supply to the
shared bus. In yet another embodiment, each of the plurality
of battery units are in series electrical communication.

In one embodiment, the apparatus includes a current
sensor that senses current in the series connection of the
plurality of battery units. In another embodiment, the current
sensor communicates over one of an analog bus and a digital
bus to each of the plurality of bypass converters. In another
embodiment, the current sensor communicates with a central
controller. In another embodiment, the shared bus provides
power to one of a load and a bus that provides power to the
load. In another embodiment, each bypass converter
includes a dual active bridge converter employing duty cycle
control, frequency control, and/or phase shift control. In
another embodiment, a battery unit includes one or more
battery cells in parallel electrical communication. In another
embodiment, a battery unit is comprised of one or more
parallel connected battery cells in series electrical commu-
nication. In another embodiment, the battery unit includes
some battery cells in series forming a string with multiple
strings of battery cells connected in parallel.

In one embodiment, the apparatus includes a battery
charger connected in parallel electrical communication to
the plurality of battery units, and in communication with any
one of a central controller, the shared bus, and the plurality
of bypass converters, and the battery charger modifies the
charging current based on the communications. In another
embodiment, the apparatus includes a battery charger pro-
viding charge to series connected battery cells in the battery
unit and the bypass converters adjust charging between
battery cells of the battery unit based on the battery state of
each battery cell.

In one embodiment, the apparatus includes a first and a
second plurality of isolated balancing DC to DC bypass
converters, where each bypass converter is associated with
one battery cell of a battery unit. The first bypass converters
are each connected to a battery cell of a first string of battery
cells connected in series and the second bypass converters
are each connected to a battery cell of a second string of
series connected battery cells. Inputs of each bypass con-
verter are in parallel electrical communication with the
associated battery cell and outputs of the second plurality of
bypass converters are in parallel electrical communication
with the shared bus. In another embodiment, a first bypass
converter cycles current through an associated first battery
cell of a battery unit to heat the first battery cell. In another
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embodiment, the plurality of bypass converters further iden-
tifies at least one battery cell with a battery state parameter
that does not satisty a reference state parameter and modifies
the battery state to decrease a rate of divergence of the
battery reference parameter from the reference state param-
eter.

In one embodiment, each bypass converter controls the
cell current as a function of a battery model of the associated
battery cell. In one embodiment, a state-of-charge is calcu-
lated as a function of an open circuit cell voltage in a no load
state. In another embodiment, the open circuit battery cell
voltage in the no load state is calculated as a function of the
cell voltage, a cell current, and a cell resistance. In another
embodiment, a first bypass converter characterizes the asso-
ciated battery cell in an off-line state. In another embodi-
ment, a first bypass converter perturbs a cell current or a cell
voltage of the first battery cell and characterizes the asso-
ciated battery cell in response to the perturbation. In another
embodiment, the characterization includes a cell impedance,
a cell capacity, a cell temperature, a cell state-of-charge,
and/or a cell state-of-health. In another embodiment, a first
bypass converter performs a diagnostic on an associated first
battery cell of a battery unit. In another embodiment, the first
battery cell is heated to lower a cell impedance of the first
battery cell.

In one embodiment, an objective map of a battery con-
troller uses model predictive control (“MPC”) to decrease a
rate of divergence of the battery state from the reference
state. In another embodiment, the battery model includes a
reduced-order electrochemical state estimation of internal
battery processes. In another embodiment, the battery model
determines the battery state in response to inputs from a
temperature sensor, an optical sensor, a voltage sensor, a
current sensor, a pH sensor, a strain sensor, a pressure sensor,
and/or a gas composition sensor. In another embodiment, the
battery model describes properties of the battery cell com-
prising chemical properties, electrical properties, thermal
properties, and physical properties. In another embodiment,
the chemical properties include a formation of dendrites, a
gas composition, a gas pressure, a cell pH, and the like. In
another embodiment, the electrical properties include a cell
impendence, a cell capacity, and/or a cell voltage. In another
embodiment, the thermal properties include a cell tempera-
ture and/or a cell temperature distribution. In another
embodiment, the physical properties include an expansion of
a battery unit package.

In one embodiment, an apparatus includes a shared bus, a
plurality of battery cells forming a battery unit, a plurality of
isolated balancing DC to DC bypass converters, where each
bypass converter is associated with one battery cell of the
plurality of battery cells of the battery unit. Inputs of each
bypass converter are in parallel electrical communication
with the associated battery cell of the battery unit, and
outputs of each bypass converter are in parallel electrical
communication with the shared bus.

In one embodiment, a battery controller controls a cell
state-of-charge for a given battery cell of the battery unit as
a function of a cell capacity mismatch between a cell
capacity of the given battery cell and a cell capacity of a
maximum capacity battery cell, an average cell capacity of
the plurality of battery cells, or a predefined cell capacity,
such that a battery cell with a higher cell capacity reaches a
higher maximum cell state-of-charge than a battery cell with
a lower cell capacity. In another embodiment, a cell voltage
Ve at open circuit of a given i battery cell of the battery
unit and is controlled to an upper limit calculated as
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V.
%0 -0,

Voc = Vinax — K 70

where V. is a maximum cell voltage limit, K is a nonzero
control constant, Q, is a cell capacity of the given battery
cell, and Q is a cell capacity of a maximum capacity battery
cell, an average cell capacity of the plurality of battery cells,
or a predefined cell capacity.

In one embodiment, if the cell state-of-charge (“SOC”)
exceeds a control threshold, the battery controller controls a
cell state-of-charge for a given battery cell of the battery unit
as a function of a cell capacity mismatch between a cell
capacity of the given battery cell and a cell capacity of a
maximum capacity battery cell, an average cell capacity, or
a predefined cell capacity. If the cell state-of-charge is less
than the control threshold, the battery controller controls the
cell state-of-charge for the given battery cell as a function of
a cell resistance mismatch between a cell resistance of the
given battery cell and an average cell resistance for the
plurality of battery cells, a cell resistance of a maximum
resistance battery cell, or a predefined cell resistance.

In one aspect of the embodiments, a cell voltage V-, at
open circuit of a given i battery cell is controlled to a lower
limit calculated as V,.=V,,..-L,..(avg(R)-R)) if the cell
voltage is less than the control threshold, and controlled to
an upper limit calculated as

Voc
2Q;

Voc = Vinax — K Q-0

if the cell voltage exceeds the control threshold, where V,, .
is a maximum cell voltage limit, V,, is a minimum cell
voltage limit, K is a nonzero control constant and Q, is a cell
capacity of the given battery cell, Q is one of a cell capacity
of'a maximum capacity battery cell, an average cell capacity
of the plurality of battery cells, and a predefined cell
capacity, I, is a maximum cell current, R, is a cell resis-
tance for the given battery cell, and R is an average cell
resistance for the plurality of battery cells of a battery unit.

In one aspect of the embodiments, Q is max(Q) and is
calculated as max(Q)=Q,+AQ, where AQ, is a cell capacity
mismatch between the given battery cell and the maximum
capacity battery cell and is calculated as

miQilsy
= L
where L, is a supply current, I, is a bypass converter input

current for the given battery cell, m, is a capacity parameter
for the given battery cell calculated as

Qi —b;
Vius

m; =

where V, . is a shared bus voltage, b, is a predefined
capacity constant, and m,,, is predefined nominal capacity

In one aspect of the embodiments, the cell voltage V. is
controlled to an open circuit voltage of the battery cell V-,
which is calculated as
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Vinax(Voc,i = Rillmax|) = Vinin(Voc,i + Rillmax|)
Vinax = Vinin = 2Ri|nax|

Vei=

wherein V., is a cell voltage for a given i battery cell, V,, .
is a maximum cell voltage limit, V,,,, is a minimum cell
voltage limit, R, is a cell resistance for the given battery cell,
and 1, is a maximum cell current for the given battery cell
if the cell state-of-charge is less than the control threshold

In one embodiment, controlling the battery state includes
extending a cell lifetime of the first plurality of battery cells.
In another embodiment, the battery state includes a cell
voltage. In another embodiment, the battery state includes a
cell state-of-charge. In another embodiment, the battery state
includes a shared bus voltage. In another embodiment, the
battery state for each battery cell is modified to extend a
range of a first plurality of battery cells for a drive cycle,
where the range is a function of a sum of the cell power
capabilities of the first plurality of battery cells.

In one embodiment, each bypass converter estimates a
battery state for each battery cell and controls the battery
state to a reference state or reference charging characteristic.
In various embodiments, the reference state may be a
reference state-of-charge, a reference cell open circuit volt-
age, and the like. In another embodiment, the reference state
or reference charging characteristic is based on a shared bus
voltage. In another embodiment, each bypass converter
further modifies the reference state or reference charging
characteristic using an objective map based on a parameter
mismatch between one or more battery cells. In another
embodiment, modifying the reference state or reference
charging characteristic reduces a rate of divergence of the
parameter mismatch. In another embodiment, the objective
map is embodied in one of one or more bypass converters
and the central controller. In another embodiment, the ref-
erence state or reference charging characteristic is modified
in response to a bypass converter input current and a droop
resistance.

In one embodiment, the battery state includes a cell
state-of-charge and the parameter mismatch is a capacity
mismatch between a cell capacity of the given battery cell
and one of a cell capacity of a maximum capacity battery
cell, an average cell capacity of the plurality of battery cells,
and a predefined cell capacity, such that a battery cell with
a higher cell capacity reaches a higher maximum -cell
state-of-charge than a battery cell with a lower cell capacity.
In another embodiment, the battery state includes a cell
state-of-charge and the parameter mismatch is a cell capac-
ity mismatch between a cell capacity of the given battery cell
and a cell capacity of a maximum capacity battery cell, an
average cell capacity, or a predefined cell capacity if the cell
state-of-charge exceeds a control threshold, and the param-
eter mismatch is a cell resistance mismatch between a cell
resistance of the given battery cell and an average cell
resistance for the plurality of battery cells, a cell resistance
of a maximum resistance battery cell, or a predefined cell
resistance if the cell state-of-charge is less than the control
threshold. In if the cell state-of-charge exceeds a control
threshold, the apparatus includes a battery charger con-
nected in parallel electrical communication to the plurality
of battery cells, and in communication with any one of a
central controller, the shared bus, and the plurality of bypass
converters, and the battery charger modifies the charging
current based on the communications.

In one embodiment, a central controller estimates a bat-
tery state for each battery cell and controls the battery state
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to a reference state using the bypass converters of each
battery cell. In if the cell state-of-charge exceeds a control
threshold, a droop controller is embodied in one or more
bypass converters or the central controller.

FIG. 1A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system 100 for battery control. The system
100 includes a battery unit 102 that includes a plurality of
battery cells 105a-105r (collectively “105), bypass con-
verters 110a-1107 (collectively “110”), a high voltage load
104, energy storage device 105p, a central controller 160, a
battery charger 165, a low voltage load 170, a communica-
tion bus 175 and a shared bus 180, which are described
below.

The system 100 includes a battery unit 102 includes a
plurality of battery cells 105 where the battery cells 105 may
be in various configurations. For example, the battery cells
105 may be arranged in series, in parallel or in strings of
series connected battery cells 105 where the strings are
connected in parallel. The battery cells 105 are rechargeable
and may be lithium-ion, lead-acid, nickel metal hydride, and
the like. The battery cells 105 are typically of a type where
charging to a lower maximum state-of-charge (“SOC”)
helps to extend battery life. The battery unit 102 may be used
in an electric vehicle, an electric powered device or other
device that includes several battery cells 105. The battery
unit 102 is connected, in one embodiment, to a high voltage
load 104. The high voltage load 104 typically has a voltage
higher than voltage on the shared bus 180. Typically, the
shared bus 180 voltage is lower than voltage across termi-
nals of the battery unit 102 feeding the high voltage load
104. In another embodiment, voltage feeding a load con-
nected to terminals of the battery unit 102 is comparable or
lower than voltage on the shared bus 180.

The system 100 includes a bypass converter 110 con-
nected to each battery cell 105 and to a shared bus 180. Each
bypass converter 110 is a DC to DC converter. In on
embodiment, each bypass converter 110 includes a dual
active bridge converter which may employ duty cycle con-
trol, frequency control, phase shift control, or other type of
control. Other embodiments include other DC to DC con-
verter technologies. Each bypass converter 110 is connected
on one side to a battery cell 105 (e.g. a first bypass converter
1104 is connected to a first battery cell 105a. Each bypass
converter 110 is also connected on the opposite side to a
shared bus 180. Typically, the shared bus 180 is a low
voltage bus feeding one or more low voltage loads 170, an
energy storage device 105p, such as a 12-volt battery, etc.
The low voltage loads 170 may include control power,
vehicle auxiliary loads, and the like. The energy storage
device 105p typically provides power for the low voltage
load 170 independent of the battery unit 102. In some
embodiments, the system 100 does not include an energy
storage device 105p and the battery unit 102 provides power
to the low voltage loads 170 through the shared bus 180.

The system 100 includes a battery charger 165. The
battery charger 165, in one embodiment, is connected to the
battery unit 102 and provides battery charging of the battery
cells 105 independent of the bypass converters 110. For
example, the battery charger 165 may independently moni-
tor voltage across the battery unit 102 and may control
battery charging based on the voltage across the battery unit
102, battery sensors, etc. In another embodiment, the battery
charger 165 works in conjunction with the bypass converters
110 to charge the battery cells 105.

The system 100, in one embodiment, includes a central
controller 160 that may provide various control functions
associated with determining battery state and control of the
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bypass converters 110. For example, the central controller
160 may determine battery state of each battery cell 105a-n
and may populate an objective map 114 for each battery cell
105a-n based on the battery state of each battery cell 105a-7.
The central controller 160 may communicate with the bat-
tery unit 102, battery cells 105, and bypass converters 110
over a communication bus 175. In another embodiment, the
functions of the central controller 160 are distributed in the
battery controller 111 for each bypass converters 110.

The system 100, in one embodiment, includes a battery
controller 111 for each bypass converter 110. The battery
controller 111 may include control functions associated with
the battery cell 105 connected to the bypass converter 110
connected to the battery cell 105 and controls the bypass
converter 110.

FIG. 1B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery controller 111. The battery con-
troller 111 may control the battery system 100. The battery
controller 111 may be embodied in semiconductor circuits,
a processor, a computer readable storage medium, or com-
binations thereof. The battery controller 111 may include a
state estimator 112, an objective map 114, a summing
function 117, and a DC-DC controller 118. In addition, the
battery controller 111 may include a droop control 116.

The state estimator 112 may receive one or more state
inputs 124 from one or more battery cells 105. The state
inputs 124 may include a battery cell voltage, a battery cell
current, and/or a battery cell temperature. The state estima-
tor 112 may generate one or more state estimates 132 for the
one or more battery cells 105 including a cell state-of-
charge, a cell state of discharge, a cell capacity, a cell
state-of-health, a cell resistance, a cell impedance, and/or
cell power capability. For example, the state estimator 112
may generate an open circuit cell voltage V..

The objective map 114 may receive the state estimate 132
and one or more parameter mismatches 126. The parameter
mismatch 126 may specify between parameters of 2 or more
battery states. The objective map 114 may generate a shared
bus reference voltage 134. The objective map 114 may
control a battery cell (e.g. 105a) using the control input 134.

The droop control 116 may receive the control input 134
and one or more droop inputs 128. The droop inputs 128
may include an input current to a bypass converter and a
droop control resistance. A droop controller typically allows
a voltage droop over a specified current range and is
expressed as ratio of change in voltage divided by change in
current, which may be expressed linearly as a slope or a
droop resistance. The droop control 116 may generate a
modified shared bus reference voltage 136. The modified
shared bus reference voltage 136 may facilitate the sharing
of a load current between one or more bypass converters.

The summing function 117 may receive a shared bus
voltage 145 that will be described hereafter. In addition, the
summing function 117 may receive one of the shared bus
reference voltage 134 and the modified shared bus reference
voltage 136. The summing function 117 may subtract the
shared bus voltage 145 from the shared bus reference
voltage 134 or the modified shared bus reference voltage
136 to generate a control signal 138. The DC-DC controller
118 may receive the control signal 138 and generate one or
more DC-DC controls 210 that could control a DC-DC
converter as will be described hereafter. In one embodiment,
each bypass converter 110 is controlled by a DC-DC con-
troller 118.

In one embodiment, the functions of the battery controller
111 are distributed among one or more battery controllers
111. Alternatively, the functions of the battery controller 111
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may be performed by a central controller 160. In addition,
the functions of the battery controller 111 may be distributed
among the one or more bypass converters 110 and the central
controller 160.

FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery system 100. The system 100
includes a plurality of battery cells 105. Each battery cell
105 may include one or more cells in a series configuration,
a parallel configuration, or combinations thereof. In the
depicted embodiment, the battery cells 105 are arranged in
series electrical communication forming a battery unit 102.
Each battery cell 105 is in parallel electrical communication
with inputs of a bypass converter 110. The bypass converter
110 is described in greater detail hereafter. Outputs of each
bypass converter 110 are in parallel communication with a
shared bus 180. In the depicted embodiment, the shared bus
180 includes positive 180a and negative 1805 conductors.
The shared bus 180 may have a shared bus voltage 145.

A battery sensor 150a-z (collectively “150”) is connected
to each battery cell 105. The battery sensor 150 may include
at least one of a temperature sensor, an optical sensor, a
voltage sensor, a current sensor, a pH sensor, a strain sensor,
a pressure sensor, and a gas composition sensor. The battery
sensor 150 may measure a cell voltage 130 for the battery
cell 105. In addition, the battery sensor 150 may measure
one or more of a cell impedance, a cell current, a minimum
cell voltage, a maximum cell voltage, a cell temperature, the
cell power capability, and the like for the battery cell 105. In
one embodiment, the plurality of battery cells 105 forms a
battery pack. The plurality of battery cells 105 may have a
series voltage V. 135. In addition, a current sensor CS 151
may sense a string current 194 of the series connection of the
plurality of battery cells 105.

Each bypass converter 110 may determine a battery state
for the associated battery cell 105. The bypass converter 110
may control the battery cell 105 to the battery state during
charging and discharging of the battery cell 105. In addition,
the battery controller 111 and/or each bypass converter 110
may decrease a rate of divergence of the battery state from
a reference state as will be described hereafter. The reference
state represents an objective battery state for the plurality of
battery cells 105. The battery states are managed over a
longer divergence time interval to decrease a rate of diver-
gence from the reference state. In one embodiment, the
battery states are converged to the reference state. Alterna-
tively, the divergence of the battery states from the reference
state may be minimized.

In one embodiment, the reference state is shared bus
voltage V7 145. In the embodiment, shared bus voltage Vg,
145 may correlate to the reference state-of-charge, which is
also correlated to the shared bus reference voltage 134. In
another embodiment, the reference state includes a correla-
tion of the reference state-of-charge correlated to the shared
bus reference voltage 134. In other embodiments, the ref-
erence state is a reference cell voltage, a reference cell open
circuit voltage, a reference cell history, or a reference signal
from an equation calculating one or more parameters of
battery models for any or all battery cells 105. For example,
the energy storage device 105p may maintain the shared bus
voltage Vg, 145 at more of a fixed value or other reason
where the shared bus voltage Vg, 145 may not vary as
desired. The central controller 160 may include one or more
equations, for example, equations that model a battery cell
105 or the like where the equation has a variable output that
may serve as the reference state. The equations may model
state-of-charge, cell open circuit voltage, etc. based on
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current in and out of the battery cells 105 and may vary
based on a current modeled battery state.

The battery state may include a control signal, a state-of-
charge, a state-of-discharge, a capacity, a state-of-health, a
cell impedance, a cell voltage 130, a cell current, a minimum
cell voltage, a maximum cell voltage, a cell temperature, a
cell power capability, a cell history, a cell electrochemical
model parameter, and/or a cell life-prognostic model param-
eter and may be used to define a charging characteristic. The
reference state may include a reference state-of-charge, a
reference state-of-discharge, a reference capacity, a refer-
ence state-of-health, a reference cell impedance, a reference
cell voltage, a reference cell current, a reference minimum
cell voltage, a reference maximum cell voltage, a reference
cell temperature, a reference power capability, a reference
cell history, a reference cell electrochemical model, and/or a
reference cell life-prognostic model and may be used to
define a reference charge characteristic.

FIG. 2B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, a load 170 is electrical communica-
tion with the shared bus 180. In addition, a central controller
160 and a battery charger 165 are also in electrical commu-
nication with the shared bus 180.

The central controller 160 may sense the shared bus
voltage 145 of the shared bus 180. In one embodiment, the
central controller 160 is in communication with the bypass
converters 110. In addition, the central controller may be in
communication with the current sensor 151. In one embodi-
ment, the central controller 160 may modify the reference
state for the battery cells 105. For example, the reference
state may be the shared bus voltage 145 and the central
controller 160 may communicate the shared bus voltage 145
to the bypass converters 110. Alternatively, the central
controller 160 may communicate a control signal to the
plurality of bypass converters 110. The control signal may
modify the battery state for the battery cells 105.

The battery charger 165 is connected in electrical com-
munication with the shared bus 180. In an alternative
embodiment, the battery charger 165 is in parallel electrical
communication to the series connected plurality of battery
cells 105. The battery charger 165 may charge the battery
cells 105 by supplying power from an external power supply
to the shared bus 180.

In one embodiment, the battery charger 165 is in com-
munication with at least one of the central controller 160, the
shared bus 180, and the plurality of bypass converters 110.
The battery charger 165 may modify the charging current
based on the communications with the central controller
160, the shared bus 180, and/or the plurality of bypass
converters 110.

FIG. 2C is a schematic block diagram illustrating another
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, an energy storage device 105p is in
parallel electrical communication with the shared bus 180.
In a certain embodiment, the energy storage device 105p
drives the shared bus voltage 145. In another embodiment
(not shown), a separate battery charger controls charging the
energy storage device 105p and the energy storage device
105p is not connected directly to the shared bus 180 during
charging of the energy storage device 105p, but is instead
connected when the bypass converters 110 are not proving
providing sufficient power to the shared bus 180.

FIG. 2D is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, the shared bus 180 is in electrical
communication with the bus supply 115. The bus supply 115
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may be a DC to DC converter. In one embodiment, the bus
supply 115 provides a supply voltage 125 and a supply
current 198. The supply current 198 may drive the load 170.
In one embodiment, the bus supply 115 may provide an
auxiliary power system such as a 12 Volt power supply.
Alternatively, the bus supply 115 may provide high-voltage
power. The bus supply 115 may be a separate DC to DC
converter or other regulator that closely regulates voltage to
the load 170 and/or converts the shared bus voltage V., 145
to another voltage.

FIG. 2E is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, the battery cells 105 are not in series
electrical communication. Instead, the shared bus 180 may
provide power for the load 170. For example, the battery
cells 105 may be connected in parallel in the battery unit
102, but may be a different voltage than the shared bus 180
and the bypass converters 110 change voltage of the battery
cells 105 to the voltage on the shared bus 180.

FIG. 2F is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. As in FIG.
2E, the battery cells 105 are not in series electrical commu-
nication. The shared bus 180 drives the bus supply 115
which provides power for the load 170. The bus supply 115
may be a DC to DC converter and may supply the load 170
at a supply voltage 125 that is greater than or less than the
shared bus voltage 145.

FIG. 2G is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, a first plurality of battery cells 105a-5
is in series electrical communication while a second plural-
ity of battery cells 105¢-d are also in series electrical
communication but are not an electrical communication with
the first plurality of battery cells 105a-b. The bypass con-
verters 110 associated with the first plurality of battery cells
105a-b and the bypass converters 110 associated with a
second plurality of battery cells 105¢-d are in electrical
communication with the shared bus 180. As a result, the first
plurality of battery cells 105a-b may provide power inde-
pendent of the second plurality of battery cells 105¢-d while
the shared bus 180 provides power to the load 170.

FIG. 2H is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. The first
plurality of battery cells 105a-b and the second plurality of
battery cells 105¢-d of FIG. 2G are depicted in parallel
electrical communication.

FIG. 21 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, the central controller 160 communi-
cates with the bypass converters 110 over a shared commu-
nications bus 175. The shared communications bus 175 may
be an analog bus. Alternatively, the shared communications
bus 175 may be a digital bus. The current sensor 151 may
also communicate with the bypass converters 110 over the
shared communication bus 175. In an alternative embodi-
ment, the shared communication bus 175 is not in commu-
nication with the central controller 160. In a certain embodi-
ment, the current sensor 151 communicates with the bypass
converters 110 over a dedicated bus such as an analog bus
or a digital bus.

FIG. 2J is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of the battery system 100. In the
depicted embodiment, a capacitor 185 is in parallel electrical
communication with the shared bus 180.

FIG. 2K is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the battery cell 105 forming a battery unit
102. In the depicted embodiment, the battery unit 102
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includes three battery cells 105a-¢ in parallel electrical
communication. The battery unit 102 may include any
number of battery cells 105a-» and that the battery cells 105
may be organized in multiple configurations. FIGS. 2K-M
illustrate three configurations that are exemplary and not
limiting.

The battery unit 102 includes a positive connector 107
and a negative connector 108. The positive connector 107
and the negative connector 108 may be in electrical com-
munication with the bypass converter 110. The cell voltage
130 is the voltage between the positive connector 107 and
the negative connector 108. The cell current 109 flows
through the battery unit 102. The battery unit 102 also
includes a cell impedance. In addition, the battery unit 102
may include a cell resistance. The cell resistance may be a
series resistance. In addition, the cell resistance may include
the resistance of the positive connector 107, the negative
connector 108, and all other connections.

FIG. 2L is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of a battery unit 102. In the depicted
embodiment, three battery cells 105a-¢ are depicted in series
electrical communication.

FIG. 2M is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of a battery unit 102. In the depicted
embodiment, pairs of battery cells 105a-b, 10556-c are in
parallel electrical communication, while the pairs of battery
cells 105a-d are in series electrical communication. One or
more sets of parallel connected battery cells 105 may be in
series electrical communication.

FIG. 2N is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the bypass converter 110. In the depicted
embodiment, the bypass converter 110 may provide distrib-
uted control of a battery cell 105. For distributed control, the
bypass converter 110 includes the battery sensors 150, a
battery model 260, converter sensors 265, a DC-DC con-
troller 118, and a DC to DC converter 280. The bypass
converter 110 receives a bypass converter input current 196
from the battery cell 105.

The state estimator 112 may receive inputs 271 such as the
shared bus reference voltage 134 from the battery sensors
150 and/or the converter sensors 265. In the depicted
embodiment, the DC-DC converter 280 is a dual active
bridge converter. In alternative embodiments, the DC to DC
converter 280 may be a half bridge converter, a flyback
converter, a push-pull converter, or a switched capacitor
converter. Other configurations of DC to DC converter 280
may be employed.

In the depicted embodiment, the DC to DC converter 280
includes a plurality of switches 205, an inductor 235, and a
transformer 215. In addition, the DC to DC converter 280
may include one or more capacitors 240, 245, 250. In one
embodiment, each switch 205 includes a field effect tran-
sistor and one or more diodes, which may include a body
diode. The DC-DC controller 118 may control the switches
205 employing duty cycle control, frequency control, phase
shift control, and the like.

The battery model 260 may be a mathematical represen-
tation of one or more cells of the battery cell 105. In one
embodiment, the battery model 260 includes an equivalent
circuit representation of the battery cell 105. Alternatively,
the battery model 260 may include an electrochemical
representation of the cells of the battery cell 105. The battery
model 260 may receive state inputs 124 from the battery
sensors 150. The battery model 260 may be updated based
on the state inputs 124. In addition, the battery model 260
may receive commands and/or inputs from the central
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controller 160 over the shared communications bus 175. The
battery model 260 may be used by the state estimator 112.

In one embodiment, the battery model 260 includes
reduced-order electrochemical state estimation of internal
battery processes for the battery cell 105. The battery model
260 may determine the battery state response to inputs from
the battery sensor 150 of the battery cell 105. The battery
model 260 may estimate properties of the battery cell 105.
The DC-DC controller 118 may generate the DC-DC con-
trols 210 that drive the switches 205 to control the output of
the battery cell 105.

FIG. 20 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
alternate embodiment of a bypass converter 110. Portions of
the bypass converter 110 of FIG. 2N are shown. In the
depicted embodiment, the central controller 160 controls the
battery cells 105 by generating the DC-DC controls 210 for
the bypass converter 110.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus 300 for battery charging. The
apparatus 300 includes one embodiment of a battery con-
troller 111 that includes a battery state module 302, a
charge/discharge modification module 304, a charge/dis-
charge module 306, which are described below.

The apparatus 300 includes a battery state module 302
that determines a battery state of each battery cell 105 of a
plurality of battery cells 105 forming a battery unit 102. A
battery state of a battery cell of the battery unit includes a
health of the battery cell 105, where a battery state of at least
one battery cell (e.g. 105q) of the battery unit 102 differs
from a battery state of one or more other battery cells (e.g.
1056-n) of the battery unit 102. The battery state may
include a cell state-of-charge, a cell state-of-discharge, a cell
capacity, a cell state-of-health, a cell impedance, a cell
voltage, a cell current, a minimum cell voltage, a maximum
cell voltage, a cell temperature, a cell power capability, a cell
history, a cell electrochemical model parameter, a cell life-
prognostic model parameter, and the like. The battery state
module 302 uses sensor data from battery sensors 150
connected to the associated battery cell (e.g. 105a), and
possibly from converter sensors 265 monitoring the associ-
ated bypass converter (e.g. 110a) to determine the battery
state along with models, equations, and the like. For
example, the battery state module 302 may include the
battery model 260 depicted in FIG. 2N.

Each battery cell 105 is connected to the shared bus 180
through a bypass converter 110. In one embodiment, each
bypass converter 110 is bidirectional and each bypass con-
verter 110 provides charge to the battery cell 105 and
provides power from the battery cell 1054 to the shared bus
180. In another embodiment, each bypass converter 110 is
unidirectional, for example, where battery charging is sup-
plied through the high voltage terminals of the battery unit
102 and enough load is drawn by the shared bus 180 that
differences in current from each battery cell 105 to their
respective bypass converters 110 maintain positive current
only from the bypass converters 110 to the shared bus 180.

The apparatus 300 includes a charge/discharge modifica-
tion module 304 that determines, based on the determined
battery state of each battery cell 105 of the battery unit 102,
an amount to vary a charging characteristic for each battery
cell 105 of the battery unit 102 with respect to a reference
charging characteristic. In one embodiment, the charging
characteristic for each battery cell 105 varies as a function
of shared bus voltage Vg, 145 of the shared bus 180. In
another embodiment, the reference charging characteristic
directly correlates the reference state-of-charge with the
shared bus reference voltage 134 and the charge/discharge
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modification module 304 varies the charging characteristic
of each battery cell 105 with respect to the reference
charging characteristic. In other examples, the reference
characteristic varies with a reference cell voltage, a refer-
ence cell open circuit voltage, a reference cell history, or a
reference signal from an equation calculating one or more
parameters of the reference state.

In one embodiment, the charging characteristic is a rela-
tionship between shared bus voltage V; 145 and state-of-
charge of the battery cell 105. In another embodiment, the
charging characteristic is a relationship between shared bus
voltage Vg 145 and the reference state, which may be
another battery parameter that correlates to state-of-charge
of the battery cell 105. For example, the charging charac-
teristic may be shared bus voltage V¢, 145 correlated with
battery cell open circuit voltage V.. One of skill in the art
will recognize other battery cell parameters that correlate to
state-of-charge that may be used in a charging characteristic
of a battery cell 105a.

In one example, the charging characteristic for a battery
cell 105 may be included in an objective map 114 correlated
to the battery cell 105. For example, the objective map 114
may be a lookup table where shared bus voltage V ;145 or
other reference state may be input and a state-of-charge is
returned. In another embodiment, the objective map 114
includes a function. Using a lookup table may be advanta-
geous by compensating for non-linear characteristics versus
state-of-charge, allowing maximum state-of-charge to be
scheduled versus years age (e.g. to deliver uniform capacity
for a particular time, such as 10 years, followed by tapering
capacity thereafter), allowing maximum state-of-charge to
be scheduled versus cell health or differential cell health, and
controlling reference battery cell(s) to meet a desired target
capacity after a predetermined number of years. The lookup
table may include state-of-charge and/or open circuit voltage
of a battery cell 105. One of skill in the art will recognize
other ways to implement an objective map 114 of a battery
cell 105.

The reference charging characteristic represents a particu-
lar charging characteristic to be compared with a current
battery cell 105 and may be a charging characteristic
assigned to a battery cell (e.g. 1054a) of the battery unit 102
or may be an ideal charging characteristic, average charging
characteristic, etc. that is not specifically correlated to a
battery cell 105 of the battery unit 102. In one embodiment,
the reference charging characteristic includes a charging
characteristic of a healthiest battery cell (e.g. 105a) of the
battery unit 102. For example, the battery state module 302
may determine which battery cell 105 of the battery unit 102
is the healthiest battery cell 1054 and may use a charging
characteristic derived for the healthiest battery cell 105a. In
one embodiment, the battery state module 302 modifies an
idealized or standard charging characteristic for a battery
type matching battery cells 105 of the battery unit 102 based
on the battery state of the healthiest battery cell 105a, and
the charge/discharge modification module 304 may then be
modified based on the resulting charging characteristic of
the healthiest battery cell 105a.

In one embodiment, each charging characteristic includes
a maximum target state-of-charge. In one embodiment, the
maximum target state-of-charge is correlated to a maximum
shared bus voltage Vg ... of the shared bus 180. In another
embodiment, the maximum target state-of-charge is corre-
lated directly to a maximum target state-of-charge of a
reference charging characteristic. The charge/discharge
modification module 304, in one embodiment, adjusts the
charging characteristic of a particular battery cell (e.g. 10556)
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in relation to the maximum state-of-charge at the maximum
shared bus voltage Vg ... of the shared bus 180. For
example, if the maximum state-of-charge of the reference
charging characteristic is 100%, the charge/discharge modi-
fication module 304 may determine that the maximum
state-of-charge for the particular battery cell 1055 should be
95%. The charge/discharge modification module 304 may
then proportionally adjust the charging characteristic of the
battery cell 1056 based on the maximum state-of-charge for
battery cell 1055. In other embodiments, functions, charging
objectives, etc. may be used to modify the charging char-
acteristic of the battery cell 1055 consistent with the reduced
maximum state-of-charge of the battery cell 1055.

In one embodiment, the reference charging characteristic
includes a maximum target state-of-charge of a healthiest
battery cell (e.g. 105a) of the battery unit 102 correlated to
the maximum value of the reference state or a maximum
shared bus voltage Vg ..., Where the maximum target
state-of-charge of the healthiest battery cell 105« is higher
than the maximum target state-of-charge of the battery cells
1056-n of the battery unit 102 other than the healthiest
battery cell 1054. In another embodiment, the maximum
target state-of-charge of a battery cell 1055 is proportionally
related to the maximum target state-of-charge of the healthi-
est battery cell 105a based on battery state.

In another embodiment, the reference charging character-
istic includes a charging characteristic of an average battery
cell (e.g. 105¢) and each charging characteristic includes a
maximum target state-of-charge correlated to the maximum
value of the reference state or the maximum shared bus
voltage Vs .., of the shared bus 180. The maximum target
state-of-charge of each battery cell 105a,b,d-n is related to
the maximum target state-of-charge of the average battery
cell 105¢ based on battery state compared to the battery state
of'the average battery cell 105¢. In another embodiment, the
charging characteristic of the average battery cell 105¢
includes an average battery state based on the battery states
of each battery cell 105 of the battery unit 102. In one
embodiment, the reference charging characteristic includes a
charging characteristic of an average battery cell 105a. In
another embodiment, the reference charging characteristic
includes a predetermined reference charging characteristic.
In another embodiment, the reference charging characteris-
tic includes a charging characteristic for a weakest battery
cell (e.g. 105%). Using the weakest battery cell 105z may
help to ensure that all of the battery cells 105a-n are above
a certain capacity at end-of-life.

In one embodiment, the charge/discharge modification
module 304 populates an objective map 114 for each battery
cell 105 of the battery unit 102, using a lookup table,
equation, etc. and the objective map 114 of a battery cell 105
includes a target state-of-charge for each value of the
reference state between a maximum value of the reference
state and a minimum value of the reference state or each
voltage Vg, of the shared bus 180 between at least a
maximum shared bus voltage Vg, ., and a minimum
shared bus voltage Vg, ., of the shared bus 180. In another
embodiment, the objective map 114 of a battery cell 105
includes a target state-of-charge for each state-of-charge of
a reference charging characteristic of a reference state. In
other embodiments, the objective map 114 of a battery cell
105 includes is a reference cell voltage, a reference cell open
circuit voltage, a reference cell history, or a reference signal
from an equation calculating one or more parameters of the
reference state.

In another embodiment, each objective map 114 includes
a same target state-of-charge for a transition voltage or a
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control threshold, which may be a transition value of the
reference state. The transition voltage is a voltage of the
shared bus 180 between the minimum voltage Vg ., and
the maximum shared bus voltage Vg ... The transition
value of the reference state, in one embodiment, is a point of
change of battery control from one mode to another, as
explained further in conjunction with the apparatus 400 of
FIG. 4. Where the objective map 114 is correlated to the
reference charging characteristic, the objective map may
include a change at a control threshold, which may represent
a particular state-of-charge where the control strategy
changes. Other versions of an objective map 114 are corre-
lated to a reference cell voltage, a reference cell open circuit
voltage, a reference cell history, a reference signal from an
equation calculating one or more parameters of the reference
state, and the like.

The apparatus 300 includes a charge/discharge module
306 that adjusts charging and discharging of a battery cell
(e.g. 1054a) of the battery unit 102 based on the charging
characteristic of the battery cell 105¢ and based on the
reference state. In one embodiment, each charge/discharge
module 306 includes a droop controller 116 that provides a
control characteristic for each bypass converter 110 for
control of output voltage of each bypass converter 110. The
control characteristic, in one embodiment, includes a ratio of
output voltage of the bypass converter 110, which is shared
bus voltage Vg, to output current of the bypass converter
110.

The ratio is a value where output voltage of the bypass
converter 110 decreases as output current of the bypass
converter 110 decreases and the bypass converters 110
connected to the shared bus 180 each contribute current to
the shared bus 180 based on the charging characteristic of
the respective bypass converters 110 and battery cells 105
while output voltage of each bypass converter 110 remains
within a voltage regulation range. For example, the regula-
tion range of the shared bus may be between 12 volts (“V”)
and 13 V. In the example, each objective map 114 includes
a minimum target state-of-charge corresponding to 12 V and
a maximum target state-of-charge corresponding to 13 V.

In one embodiment, each bypass converter (e.g. 110a) is
controlled by a separate charge/discharge module 306 and
autonomously controls charging and discharging of the
connected battery cell (e.g. 105a) independent of other
bypass converters (e.g. 1105-1) and associated charge/dis-
charge modules 306 of other battery cells (e.g. 1056-r) of
the battery unit 102, where each charge/discharge module
306 varies charging and discharging of the associated battery
cell 1054 based on the charging characteristic for the asso-
ciated battery cell 105a as determined by the charge/dis-
charge modification module 304.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an alternate apparatus 400 for battery charg-
ing. The apparatus 400 includes another embodiment of the
battery controller 111 with a battery state module 302, a
charge/discharge modification module 304, and a charge/
discharge module 306, which are substantially similar to
those described above in relation to the apparatus 300 of
FIG. 3. The apparatus 400 may also include in various
embodiments, a life control module 402 and a power opti-
mized balancing module 404, which are described below.

The apparatus 400 includes a life control module 402 that
that determines a maximum target state-of-charge for each
battery cell 105 based on the battery state of each battery cell
105 compared to the reference charging characteristic and
populates the objective map 114 of each battery cell 105 of
the battery unit 102 to have the same target state-of-charge
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at the transition value of the reference state as the reference
charging characteristic, and to diverge in target state-of-
charge from the reference charging characteristic as the
reference state approaches the maximum value of the ref-
erence state or the shared bus voltage approaches the maxi-
mum voltage Vg ... of the shared bus 180. In one embodi-
ment, the objective map 114 for each battery cell 105 of the
battery unit 102 diverges linearly from the same target
state-of-charge at the transition value of the reference state
to the maximum target state-of-charge of each battery cell
105 of the battery unit 102. The life control module 402 and
associated charging characteristics above the transition
value of the reference state are described in more detail with
respect to FIG. 5B.

The apparatus 400 includes a power optimized balancing
module 404 that determines values for the objective map 114
for a battery cell (e.g. 105a) of the battery unit based on an
internal resistance of the battery cell 105a. The target
state-of-charge for a particular value of the reference state
below the transition value of the reference state or shared
bus voltage V;, below the transition voltage, a particular
state-of-charge of the reference state, etc. is correlated to a
battery cell voltage V- 130 at or above a minimum battery
cell voltage V__;; ..., plus a voltage drop across the internal
resistance of the battery cell 1054 at a maximum battery cell
current [, ...

Typically, internal resistance of battery cells varies based
on various parameters, such as battery age, battery health,
and other factors. Batteries are often modeled as a battery
cell plus a resistance internal to a battery cell 105 where
voltage at terminals of the battery cell voltage V- 130 differs
from the internal cell voltage based on voltage drop across
the internal resistance. One objective in battery management
may be to prevent cell voltage of a battery cell 105 from
dropping below a minimum battery cell voltage V_,;; ..., for
example, to increase battery life, prevent damage, etc. The
battery state module 302 for a battery cell 105 may estimate
internal cell resistance using the battery model 260, state
estimator 112, input from battery sensors 150, input from
converter sensors 265, etc. Often weaker battery cells 105
have a higher internal resistance than healthier battery cells
105.

The power optimized balancing module 404 adjusts the
objective map 114 of a particular battery cell (e.g. 105q)
based on the minimum allowable cell voltage so that the cell
voltage for the battery cell 1054 does not drop below the
minimum cell voltage when the battery cell 1054 is dis-
charging at a maximum allowable cell current. Note that cell
voltage may dip on a transient basis due to chemical
reactions within the battery to supply charge during dis-
charging. The voltage drop across the internal resistance of
the battery cell 105a is highest at the maximum allowable
discharge or charge cell current. Typically cell voltage,
which may be expressed as open circuit voltage V. of a
battery cell 105, correlates with state-of-charge of the bat-
tery cell 105 so that maintaining the state-of-charge at a
particular level at the condition of the shared bus voltage
minimum Vg .. or the reference state reaching a mini-
mum value of the reference state, will maintain the cell
voltage of the battery cell 105 at a particular level. The
particular level is chosen accounting for voltage drop across
the internal resistance of the battery cell 105 at the maximum
cell discharge current.

In one embodiment, the power optimized balancing mod-
ule 404 determines a minimum target state-of-charge corre-
sponding to the minimum shared bus voltage Vg ., or the
reference state reaching a minimum value of the reference
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state, such as a minimum state-of-charge, based on the
internal resistance of the battery cell 105, where the mini-
mum target state-of-charge of the battery cell is determined
to maintain the battery cell voltage V. 130 at the minimum
battery cell voltage V_.;;. .., While the shared bus 180 is at
the minimum shared bus voltage V..., the reference state
reaching a minimum value of the reference state, accounting
for voltage drop across the internal resistance while current
for the battery cell is at a maximum cell current I, , . In one
embodiment, the power optimized balancing module 404
populates the objective map 114 of the battery cell 105 to
transition linearly between the minimum target state-of-
charge and the same target state-of-charge at the transition
voltage, which is explained further in relation to FIG. 5B.

FIG. 5A is a graph 501 illustrating one embodiment of
control objectives. The control objectives may be embodied
in the objective map 114. The graph 501 shows relationship
of shared bus reference voltage 134 and a state estimate 132.
The state estimate, in one embodiment, corresponds to a
state-of-charge of a battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the
battery state is controlled to a target state-of-charge during
the charging and/or discharging of a battery cell 105 based
on an objective map 114. The control limit 502

of the control objective in FIG. 5A depicts a correlation
between the state estimate (state-of-charge) 132 and a shared
bus reference voltage 134 used to control the droop con-
troller 116. The control limit 502 does not exceed a maxi-
mum shared bus reference voltage Vs .- .. 506. For the
reference state, at the maximum shared bus reference volt-
a2€ Vip rop man 506, the battery cell state typically corre-
sponds to a maximum state-of-charge for the particular
battery cell 105.

The maximum state-of-charge for a battery cell 105 may
be expressed in percent and may be 100%. In applications
where life expectancy is more important than an amount of
power available for use, the maximum state-of-charge for
the reference state may be lower than 100%, such as 90% or
95%. In one embodiment, a healthiest battery cell (e.g.
105a) may be determined and chosen and a charging char-
acteristic of the healthiest battery cell 105¢ may be desig-
nated as the reference state or reference charge characteris-
tic. The battery controller 111 may control charging of the
healthiest battery cell 105a to a maximum state-of-charge
(SOC,,,...), which occurs at a maximum value of the refer-
ence state or a maximum shared bus voltage Vg, ... The
maximum state-of-charge also corresponds to the maximum
value of the reference state or the maximum shared bus
voltage Vi pax

Other less healthy battery cells 1056-z may be controlled
so that at the maximum shared bus voltage Vg ..., Orata
maximum value of the reference state, such as a maximum
state-of-charge, the maximum state-of-charge of a less
healthy battery cell 1055-# is less than the maximum refer-
ence state-of-charge for the healthiest battery cell 105a. For
example, if the maximum state-of-charge for the healthiest
battery cell 1054 is 100%, a less healthy battery cell (e.g.
10556) may have a maximum state-of-charge of 95%. Reduc-
ing the maximum state-of-charge for less healthy battery
cells 1056-r typically extends the life of the less healthy
battery cells 10556-n. In one embodiment, the maximum
state-of-charge for each of the less healthy battery cells
1056-n are chosen and customized according to health of
each less healthy battery cell 1055-# so that at an anticipated
end of life, each of the battery cells 105 has a same capacity
or nearly the same capacity. Since performance and useful
life of the battery unit 102 is typically limited by one or more
weakest battery cells 105, having all of the battery cells 105



US 10,298,026 B2

27

at about the same capacity and health level extends the life
of the battery unit 102 and may also increase useful capacity
of the battery unit 102 prior to end of life.

Where the reference state is the shared bus voltage Vg,
145, the shared bus reference voltage 134 extends between
a maximum shared bus reference voltage V gz . 10 506 and
a minimum shared bus reference voltage Vg .o .. 507.
Typically, the difference between the maximum and mini-
mum shared bus voltage corresponds to an allowable voltage
range regulated by the various bypass converters 110 and
associated feedback control loops, which include a droop
control technique. Since the bypass converters 110 are in
parallel, a tightly regulated shared bus voltage is typically
difficult to maintain without unwanted unequal current shar-
ing between the bypass converters 110. Thus, a droop
characteristic where the shared bus voltage is allowed to
vary over a range allows for more equal or more controllable
current sharing between bypass converters 110. To control
the various bypass converters 110 so that the associated
battery cells 105 each achieve a desired maximum state-of-
charge, a control reference signal is used and varied as
needed. The shared bus reference voltage 134, in one
embodiment, is used as a control reference signal for the
droop controllers 116.

While the control reference signal is called a shared bus
reference voltage 134, the control reference signal may
represent various control parameters. For example, the con-
trol reference signal may represent a target state-of-charge
for a particular battery cell (e.g. 1055) and may be compared
to a calculated state-of-charge from the battery state module
302 to produce an error signal used by a feedback loop of the
associated bypass converter 1105 to drive battery cell cur-
rent to achieve the desired target state-of-charge for the
battery cell 1055. In another embodiment, the control ref-
erence signal may represent cell open circuit voltage V.
and may be compared to an estimated open circuit voltage
Ve of the battery cell 10556. In another embodiment, the
control reference signal may represent cell voltage V. and
may be compared to an estimated or measured cell voltage
V. 130 of the battery cell 1055, where cell current and
internal resistance may be taken into account. One of skill in
the art will recognize other ways to implement a control
reference signal. For simplicity, the control reference signal
is referred to herein as shared bus reference voltage 134. The
actual voltage range of the shared bus reference voltage 134
may correlate to a control range of hardware circuits con-
trolling duty cycle, conduction angle, phase angle, etc. of the
bypass converter 1105, thus the mapping of FIG. 5A may
represent a mapping of the state estimate (i.e. state-of
charge, open circuit voltage, etc.) to the actual voltage fed to
the bypass converter 110a.

In one embodiment, the control objectives of FIG. 5A
include a particular state estimate 132, which may be
state-of-charge, for each shared bus voltage V;, 145 within
the control range from the maximum Vg .. and the
minimum Vg .., Which are located in the objective map
114. In another embodiment, the control objectives of FIG.
5A include a particular state estimate 132 for each value of
the reference state between a maximum value of the refer-
ence state and a minimum value of the reference state. For
example, an objective map 114 of a battery cell (e.g. 1055)
may include state-of-charge values between a minimum
state-of-charge of 30% and a maximum state-of-charge of
95%. The control objectives of FIG. SA may then have
corresponding shared bus reference voltages 134 corre-
sponding to target state-of-charge values between 95% and
30%. Where the reference state is shared bus voltage Vg,
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145, for a particular shared bus voltage less than the maxi-
mum shared bus voltage Vg, ..., there is a target state-of-
charge for the battery cell 1055. For example, if the voltage
range of the shared bus is 11.5 volts (“V”) to 12.5 'V, for a
shared bus voltage Vg, 145 of 12.2 V, the target state-of-
charge may be 85%. The shared bus reference voltage 134
may be 3.85 V or some other value representative of a
desired target state-of-charge. The collection of target state-
of-charges and corresponding shared bus reference voltages
134 form a charging characteristic and correspond to a
control objective.

Where the reference state is shared bus voltage Vg, 145,
the battery controller 111 of a particular battery cell (e.g.
10556) may receive information from sensors, such as cell
voltage, cell temperature, cell current, etc. to calculate a
state-of-charge for the battery cell 1055. Where the actual
state-of-charge of the battery cell 1054 differs from the
target state-of-charge for a current voltage of the shared bus
180, the battery controller 111 of the battery cell 1056 may
adjust charging or discharging of the particular battery cell
1055 to achieve the target state-of-charge corresponding to
the current shared bus voltage Vg, 145, the current state-
of-charge, cell open circuit voltage, etc. of the reference
state. Typically, a particular target state-of-charge corre-
sponds to a particular open circuit voltage V., of the
battery cell 1054, which typically differs from the battery
cell voltage V130 at the terminals of the battery cell 1055
due to internal battery resistance, and the battery resistance
typically changes over time. Battery models may be used to
determine the open circuit voltage V., of the battery cell
1055 under current operating conditions of the battery cell
1054, such as cell current, cell temperature, etc. A particular
shared bus reference voltage 134 may be used by the battery
controller 111 of the battery cell 1055 to achieve a particular
target state-of-charge corresponding to a current shared bus
voltage Vg, 145 or a current value of the reference state.

Note that the shared bus reference voltage 134 may differ
from the shared bus voltage Vg, 145 for a particular target
state-of-charge. For example, a battery cell 105 may have an
open circuit voltage range of 3 V to 4 V, which may
correspond to various state-of-charge levels. If the shared
bus 180 varies over a control range from 12 V to 13 V, for
a shared bus voltage Vg, 145 of 12.6 V, the target state-of-
charge from the objective map 114 of the battery cell 105
may be 55%, which may correspond to a shared bus refer-
ence voltage 134 of 3.55 V or other voltage value corre-
sponding to a state-of-charge of 55%, which may then be
used by the battery controller 111 of the battery cell 105 to
drive the battery cell 105 to the target state-of-charge of
55%.

For the particular target state-of-charge for the battery cell
10554, the battery controller 111 for the battery cell 1055 may
adjust the gain across the bypass converter 1105 for the
battery cell 1055 to increase or decrease battery charging or
discharging to achieve the target state-of-charge for the
current shared bus voltage Vo, 145 or other reference state.
In some embodiments, each bypass converter 110 for each
battery cell 105 independently controls the battery charging/
discharging so that each battery cell (e.g. 1055) achieves the
particular target state of the battery cell 1055.

The charging characteristic for each battery cell 105, in
one embodiment, is in an objective map 114 so that each
battery cell 105 has a separate objective map 114. The
control objective in FIG. 5A is depicted as a straight line,
which may also correspond to a charging characteristic that
is a straight line. Other charging characteristics are possible
that differ from a straight line. In one embodiment, each
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objective map 114 includes a table with various shared bus
voltages V;, 145, corresponding target state-of-charges and
corresponding shared bus reference voltages 134. Values
between entries in the table may be interpolated. In another
embodiment, each objective map 114 includes a function
with an input variable of shared bus voltage V;; 145 and an
output variable of a target state-of-charge. Another function
may use target state-of-charge as an input and may output
shared bus reference voltage 134. The function may be for
a straight line or may be a more complex equation.

In another embodiment where the reference state is shared
bus voltage V; 145, an objective map 114 includes a direct
correlation between shared bus voltage Vg, 145 and shared
bus reference voltage 134 recognizing that each value of
shared bus reference voltage 134 correlates to a particular
state-of-charge. The charge/discharge modification module
304 may translate a desired maximum state-of-charge for a
battery cell 105 to a corresponding shared bus reference
voltage 134.

Note that while the shared bus voltage V;, 145 includes
amaximum Vg, ... and a minimum Vg, ... the values in
the objective map 114 are steady state values and one of skill
in the art will recognize that the shared bus voltage V,, 145
may briefly exceed the maximum Vg, ... and fall below the
minimum Vg ., on a transient basis. Likewise, the target
state-of-charge for a battery cell 105 may differ from an
actual state-of-charge of a battery cell 105 on a transient
basis while the battery controller 111 for the battery cell
adjusts charging/discharging to achieve the target state-of-
charge.

The state-of-charge for a particular battery cell (e.g. 105a)
may then correlate to a shared bus reference voltage 134.
The shared bus reference voltage 134 may be used as an
input for the droop controller 116 and may correlate with a
particular state-of-charge for the battery cell 105a. The
shared bus reference voltage 134 is set by a current shared
bus voltage Vg, 145, a desired state-of-charge from the
objective map 114, or other reference state. The state-of-
charge for the current shared bus voltage V;; 145 may then
be used with the control function depicted in FIG. 5A to
produce a shared bus reference voltage 134 required to drive
the battery cell 105a to the target state-of-charge for the
current shared bus voltage V., 145 and the droop controller
116 then drives current in or out of the battery cell 105a to
get the desired target state-of-charge for the battery cell
105a, or in another embodiment to an appropriate cell
voltage V. 130. In another embodiment, due to the fact that
the cell voltage V- 130 rarely equals the open circuit voltage
Vo for the battery cell 105a, battery models along with
model predictive control (“MPC”) may be used to derive a
current cell voltage V. 130 that correlates to a current open
circuit voltage V., which correlates to the desired target
state-of-charge.

Where shared bus voltage Vg, 145 is the reference state,
while the droop controller 116 for a particular battery cell
(e.g. 105a) may be useful to allow a voltage droop that
correlates to output current of the associated bypass con-
verter 110q, the droop function, in one embodiment, is
realized on a battery unit 102 basis by correlating a particu-
lar allowable voltage range of the shared bus 180 with
state-of-charge for the reference charging characteristic so
that as the battery cells 105 are depleted, the shared bus
voltage V ;145 is reduced. While this is a “voltage droop,”
the droop controllers 116 allow better current sharing
between bypass converters 110 on a transient basis by
paralleling bypass converters 110 with a lower output
impedance than if another type of control is used, such as
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proportional-integral (“PI”) control or proportional-integral-
derivative (“PID”) control. However, other control tech-
niques other than a droop control technique may be used that
allow appropriate current sharing between bypass converters
110q.

FIG. 5B is a graph 501 illustrating another alternate
embodiment of control objectives. As in the graph 501 of
FIG. 5A, relationship of shared bus reference voltage 134
and a state estimate 132, such as state-of-charge. The control
threshold 504, which may also be correlated to a transition
voltage where the reference state is shared bus voltage Vg,
145, is also shown for a specified state estimate value 510 or
state-of-charge. A lower control limit 508 is used for a state
estimate 132 that is less than the control threshold 504 while
an upper control limit 502 is used for state estimate 132 that
is greater than the control threshold 504. The life control
module 402 may be used to implement the upper control
limit 502.

In one embodiment, the control threshold 504 is a tran-
sition from a life optimized control technique to a power
optimized balancing control technique. The life optimized
control technique is where a maximum state-of-charge for
each battery cell 105 is modified to extend the life of weaker
cells so that there is less of a difference in capacity between
battery cells 105 of the battery unit 102 at end-of-life. The
lower control limit 508, for below the control threshold 504
may be used for a power optimized balancing to keep the
open circuit voltage V. of a battery cell 105 above a
minimum cell voltage. The power optimized balancing
module 404 may be used to implement the lower control
limit 508.

For a particular battery cell 105, while state-of-charge
correlates to open circuit voltage V., battery cell voltage
V -~ 130 differs from open circuit voltage open circuit voltage
Vo due to internal resistance of the battery cell 105. The
charging characteristic may correlate shared bus voltage
V sz7 145 with battery state-of-charge or open circuit voltage
Voo as is depicted in FIG. 5C, but the state-of-charge or
open circuit voltage V.~ must then be correlated with
battery cell voltage V. 130 where battery cell voltage V.
130 is used as a control signal for the droop controller 116.
The shared bus reference voltage 134 is then modified to
account for internal cell resistance, depending on the control
mode employed at a given state-of-charge.

Below the control threshold 504 when operating in the
power optimized balancing control technique, the lower
control objective, in one embodiment, is based on the
minimum state-of-charge SO,z ,,,, and will have a mini-
mum corresponding shared bus reference voltage Vg ,or i
which is higher than an open circuit voltage V. corre-
sponding to the minimum state-of-charge SOCg ,,,,, due to
the potential worst case voltage drop across the internal
resistance of the battery cell 105 at maximum cell current
L. The minimum state-of-charge SOCg ., is set to
maintain the open circuit voltage V ,~ above a minimum cell
voltage. In one embodiment, accounting for the worst case
voltage drop changes the trajectory of the lower control limit
508 below the control threshold 504. In one embodiment,
the lower control limit 508 is linear, as shown in FIG. 5B,
but may also be a curve or other trajectory.

A second control objective for a different battery cell 105,
depicted as a dashed line, includes a different an upper
control limit 512 and a lower control limit 514. The second
control objective may correspond with a healthier battery
cell (e.g. 105a) or a reference charging characteristic of a
reference state. The healthier battery cell 105a/reference
charging characteristic includes an upper control limit 512
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that has a different maximum state-of-charge SOCgz .,
which is higher than the less healthy battery cell 105, and a
different maximum shared bus reference voltage Vgt paxs
which is higher than the maximum shared bus reference
voltage Vg 1o max Of the less healthy battery cell 105, to
drive the cell voltage V - 130 to a higher value, which causes
the state-of-charge of the healthier cell 105a/reference
charging characteristic to reach the higher maximum state-
of-charge SOCg .. as shown in FIG. 5C.

The two upper control limits 502, 512 reach a common
state-of-charge 510, as will be seen in FIG. 5C, so the shared
bus reference voltage 134 reaches a common point at the
control threshold 504. However, accounting for differing
internal resistance of the battery cells 105 may require some
modification to the control objective in FIG. 5B at the
control threshold 504. The upper control limit 512, all the
way to the maximum shared bus reference voltage
V5 ref; max» MAy take into account voltage drop across the
internal resistance of the battery cell 105. The higher shared
bus reference voltage 134 drives the healthier battery cell
1054 to a higher open circuit voltage V. and different cell
voltage V- 130. Therefore, the shared bus reference voltage
134 is higher for the second control objective to drive this
healthier battery cell 105a to a higher state-of-charge than
the first control objective.

The second lower control limit 514 has a lower minimum
state-of-charge, because typically a healthier battery cell
105a has a lower resistance than a less healthy battery cell
105, meaning the healthier battery cell 105a can deliver
maximum rated current I, from a lower state-of-charge
than a less healthy, higher resistance battery cell 105 within
the same minimum cell voltage constraint. The minimum
shared bus reference voltage Vs .0 ., 18 lower for the
second lower control limit 514 than for the first lower
control limit 508 to drive the healthier cell 105a to the lower
minimum state-of-charge.

The slope of the control objectives in FIG. 5B change at
the transition point due to a change in control technique.
Above the control threshold 504, state-of-charge dominates
and is controlled to a specific value for each battery cell 105.
Below the control threshold 504 in the power optimized
balancing control method, internal resistance become more
of a factor to keep the battery cells 105 from dipping below
the minimum allowable cell voltage.

FIG. 5C is a graph 503 illustrating charging characteris-
tics of several battery cells 105. The graph 503 depicts a
charging characteristic for a healthiest battery cell (e.g.
105a) as a solid line with an upper target state-of-charges
516 corresponding to shared bus voltages Vg, 145. At a
maximum shared bus voltage Vg ... the upper target
state-of-charges 516 terminates in a maximum state-of-
charge. For example, the maximum state-of-charge for the
healthiest battery cell 1054 may be 100%.

The graph 503 also depicts a lower target state-of-charges
518 for various shared bus voltages V;, 145. The charging
characteristic changes slope at a transition point 520 corre-
sponding to a transition voltage 522 of the shared bus 180.
Additional charging characteristics for less healthy cells
(e.g. 1055, 105¢) are also depicted with upper control limits
524 and lower control limits 526. The upper control limits
524 of the less healthy cells 1055, 105¢ include a lower
maximum state-of-charge than for the healthiest cell 105a.
In one embodiment, for shared bus voltages V;, 145 above
the transition point 520, the charging characteristics all
merge at the transition point 520 with a same state-of-charge
and diverge linearly to the various maximum state-of-
charges. In other embodiments, the upper control objectives
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(target state-of-charges) 516, 524 diverge in a more complex
way, such as a curve or based on a function.

The lower target state-of-charges 518 for the healthiest
battery cell 1054 is typically lower than the other lower
target state-of-charge 526 because typically the healthiest
battery cell 1054 has a lower state-of-charge at the minimum
shared bus voltage Vg, ., due to lower internal resistance.
Typically, a less healthy battery cell (e.g. 1055) may have
higher internal resistance than a healthier cell battery cell
(e.g. 1054). The lower minimum state-of-charge for the
healthiest battery cell 105a is permissible due to its lower
internal resistance than other battery cells 105.

FIG. 6A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery state data 201. The battery state data
200 maybe organized as a data structure in a memory. The
battery state data 200 may be stored in the DC-DC controller
118, the central controller 160, or combinations thereof. In
the depicted embodiment, the battery state data 200 includes
a battery state 201 comprising the cell state-of-charge 204,
the cell state-of-discharge 206, the cell capacity 208, the cell
state-of-health 209, the cell impedance 212, the cell voltage
130, the cell current 109, the minimum cell voltage limit
214, the maximum cell voltage limit 216, the cell tempera-
ture 217, the cell power capability 218, the cell history 220,
cell lifetime 221, the cell electrochemical model 222, and
the cell life-prognostic model 224.

The cell state-of-charge 204 may measure a current
charge of a battery cell 105. The cell capacity 208 may
measure a maximum charge of the battery cell 105. The
calculation of the cell state-of-charge 204 is described in the
method 710 of FIG. 7C. The cell state-of-discharge 206 may
measure a discharge of the battery cell 105 from the cell
capacity 208. The cell state-of-health 209 may describe one
or more failure related parameters. The cell impedance 212
may measure an internal impedance of the battery cell 105
and/or the battery cell connections. The cell impedance 212
may be measured during the characterization of the battery
cell 105 in the battery characterization method 780 of FIG.
7G. The cell resistance 213 may measure an internal resis-
tance of the battery cell 105 and/or the battery cell connec-
tions. The cell resistance 213 may be measured during the
characterization of the battery cell 105 in the method 780 of
FIG. 7G.

The cell voltage 130 may be an open circuit voltage for
the battery cell 105. be measured by the battery sensors 150
as shown in FIG. 2A. The cell current 109 may be measured
by the battery sensors 150 as shown in FIGS. 2K-M. The
minimum cell voltage limit 214 may be a minimum control
limit of the cell voltage 130 of the battery cell 105. The
minimum cell voltage limit 214 may be used by the power
optimized balancing module 404 and is useful in preventing
the open circuit voltage V. of the battery cell 105 from
going below the minimum cell voltage limit 214. The
maximum cell voltage limit 216 may a maximum control
limit for the cell voltage 130. The cell temperature 217 may
measure an internal temperature of the battery cell 105. The
cell temperature 217 may include a temperature of the
battery unit 102 or a cell temperature distribution within the
battery unit 102 for the various battery cells 105.

The cell power capability 218 may be calculated as a
function of the cell voltage 130 and the cell current 109. The
cell power capability 218 may be a current cell power
capability 218 calculated for a point in time. Alternatively,
the cell power capability 218 may be calculated for an
extended time interval such as a discharge cycle. The cell
history 220 may record the battery state 201 at regular
history intervals. For example, the cell history 220 may
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record the battery state 201 each 10 seconds. The cell
electrochemical model 222 is described in more detail in
FIG. 6D. The cell life-prognostic model 224 may forecast
the cell lifetime 221 of the battery cell 105. The lifetime may
be calculated as a function of the battery state 201.

FIG. 6B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of reference state data 229. The reference state
data 229 maybe organized as a data structure in a memory.
The reference state data 229 may be stored in the DC-DC
controller 118, the central controller 160, or combinations
thereof. In the depicted embodiment, the reference state data
229 includes the reference state 231 including the reference
state-of-charge 234, the reference state-of-discharge 236, the
reference capacity 238, the reference state-of-health 241, the
reference cell impedance 242, the reference cell voltage 226,
the reference cell current 228, the reference minimum cell
voltage 244, the reference maximum cell voltage 246, the
reference cell temperature 247, the reference power capa-
bility 248, the reference cell history 251, reference cell
lifetime 253, the reference cell electrochemical model 252,
and the reference cell life-prognostic model 254.

In one embodiment, the reference state-of-charge 234, the
reference state-of-discharge 236, the reference capacity 238,
the reference state-of-health 241, the reference cell imped-
ance 242, the reference cell voltage 226, the reference cell
current 228, the reference minimum cell voltage 244, the
reference maximum cell voltage 246, the reference cell
temperature 247, the reference power capability 248, the
reference cell history 251, the reference cell lifetime 253, the
reference cell electrochemical model 252, and the reference
cell life-prognostic model 254 are target parameters corre-
sponding to the cell state-of-charge 204, the cell state-of-
discharge 206, the cell capacity 208, the cell state-of-health
209, the cell impedance 212, the cell voltage 130, the cell
current 109, the minimum cell voltage limit 214, the maxi-
mum cell voltage limit 216, the cell temperature 217, the cell
power capability 218, the cell history 220, cell lifetime 221,
the cell electrochemical model 222, and the cell life-prog-
nostic model 224 respectively. The bypass converter 110
and/or central controller 160 may determine the reference
state 231 for the one or more battery cells 105 as will be
described hereafter in FIG. 7D.

FIG. 6C is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of battery model data 261. The battery model
data 261 may be employed by the battery model 260. The
battery model data 261 maybe organized as a data structure
in a memory. The battery model data 261 may be stored in
the DC-DC controller 118, the central controller 160, or
combinations thereof. The battery model data 261 may be
used to define a battery model for a battery cell 105. In the
depicted embodiment the battery model data 261 includes
optical data 262, the cell voltage 130, the cell current 109,
pH data 264, strain data 266, pressure data 268, and gas
composition data 270.

The battery model data 261 may be a Laguerre expansion
of a discrete-time dynamic model. Alternatively, the battery
model data 261 may be a continuous-time realization algo-
rithm that performs a discrete-time realization algorithm in
continuous time. The performed algorithm may be con-
verted into a discrete domain. In one embodiment, the
battery model data 261 includes a reduced-order electro-
chemical state estimation of internal battery processes using
the cell electrochemical model 222.

FIG. 6D is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the cell electrochemical model 222. The cell
electrochemical model 222 maybe organized as a data
structure in a memory. The cell electrochemical model 222
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may be stored in the DC-DC controller 118, the central
controller 160, or combinations thereof. In the depicted
embodiment, the cell electrochemical model 222 includes
chemical properties 282, electrical properties 284, thermal
properties 286, and physical properties 288.

The chemical properties 282 may include at least one of
a formation of dendrites in the battery cell 105 and/or battery
cells of the battery cell 105, a gas composition of the battery
cell 105 and/or battery cells of the battery cell 105, a gas
pressure of the battery cell 105 and/or battery cells of the
battery cell 105, and a cell pH of the battery cell 105 and/or
battery cells of the battery cell 105. The optical sensor may
measure the formation of dendrites. The electrical properties
284 may include at least one of the cell impedance 212, the
cell capacity 208, and the cell voltage 130 of the battery cell
105. The thermal properties 286 may comprise one or more
of the cell temperature 217 and a cell temperature distribu-
tion with the battery cell 105. The physical properties may
include an expansion of the cell package for the battery unit
102.

FIG. 6E is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of control data 380. The control data 380
maybe organized as a data structure stored in a memory. The
control data 380 includes a divergence time interval 382, the
divergence limits 384, a control constant 386, a maximum
shared bus voltage 388, a maximum supply current 390, a
predefined cell capacity 392, a predefined nominal capacity
394, and a predefined cell resistance 396.

In one embodiment, the divergence time interval 382 may
specify a time interval for reducing the divergence of the
battery state 201 relative to the reference state 231. The
divergence time interval 382 may be a number of months
and/or a lifetime of the battery system 100. The divergence
limits 384 may specify an acceptable divergence of the
battery state 201 from the reference state 231. In one
embodiment, the divergence limits 384 are specified for a
plurality of time intervals and/or for a plurality of mile-
stones.

The control constant 386 may control a rate of reducing
the divergence of the battery state 201 from the reference
state 231. In addition, the control constant 386 may control
a rate of converging the battery state 201 to the reference
state 231. The maximum shared bus voltage 388 may
specify a maximum for the shared bus voltage 145. The
maximum supply current 390 may specity a maximum for
the supply current 198. The predefined cell capacity 392
may specify a default value for a cell capacity 208. The
predefined nominal capacity 394 may specify a default value
for nominal cell capacity 208. The predefined cell resistance
396 may specity default value for cell resistance 213.

FIG. 7A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery control method 700. The method
700 begins and determines 702 a battery state of each battery
cell 105 of a plurality of battery cells 105 forming a battery
unit 102. A battery state of a battery cell of the battery unit
includes a health of the battery cell, where a battery state of
at least one battery cell (e.g. 105a) of the battery unit 102
differs from a battery state of one or more other battery cells
(e.g. 1055-n) of the battery unit 102. Each battery cell 105
is connected to a shared bus 180 through a bypass converter
110, which may be bidirectional or unidirectional, and each
bypass converter 110 provides power from the battery cell
105 to the shared bus 180. In one embodiment, the battery
state module 302 determines 702 each battery state.

The method 700 determines 704, based on the determined
battery state of each battery cell 105 of the battery unit 102,
an amount to vary a charging characteristic for each battery



US 10,298,026 B2

35

cell 105 of the battery unit with respect to a reference
charging characteristic. The charging characteristic for each
battery cell 105 varies as a function of a reference state. In
one embodiment, the charge/discharge modification module
304 determines 704 an amount to vary a charging charac-
teristic for each battery cell 105. The method 700 adjusts 706
charging and discharging of a battery cell (e.g. 105a) of the
battery unit 102 based on the charging characteristic of the
battery cell 105a¢ and based on the reference state, and the
method 700 ends. In one embodiment, the charge/discharge
module 306 adjusts 706 charging/discharging of the battery
cell 105a.

FIG. 7B is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery control method 701. The battery
control method 701 may control a battery cell 105 of the
battery system 100. The battery control method 701 may be
performed by the battery controller 111. Alternatively, the
method 701 may be performed by the central controller 160.
In one embodiment, the battery control method 701 is
performed by a combination of one or more bypass con-
verters 110 and the central controller 160 and/or battery
controllers 111. In a certain embodiment, the method 701 is
performed by a processor. In addition, the method 701 may
be performed by computer readable storage medium storing
code.

The method 701 begins and, in one embodiment, charac-
terizes 708 a battery cell 105. The battery controller 111 may
characterize 708 the associated battery cell 105. The battery
controller 111 may characterize the battery cell 105 in an
off-line state. In another embodiment, the central controller
160 characterizes one or more battery cells 105. The char-
acterization 708 is described in detail in FIG. 7F. In another
embodiment, the method 700 uses data from a similar
battery unit 102 that has been characterized.

The method 700 determines 710 a battery state 201 for a
battery cell 105. For example, the battery state module 302
may be used to determine 710 the battery state. In one
embodiment, the battery state 201 may initially be deter-
mined 710 from the characterization method 708 and in FIG.
7F. In addition, the battery controller 111 and/or battery state
module 302 may determine 710 a modified battery state 201
in order to manage the battery cell 105. For example, the
charge/discharge modification module 304 of a battery con-
troller 111 may modify the battery state 201 in order to
reduce variability between the battery states 201 of the
battery cells 105, to extend the lifetime of the battery cell
105, to balance the lifetimes of one or more battery cells
105, to balance the power of one or more battery cells 105,
etc.

In one embodiment, the method 700 may determine 710
the battery state of each battery cell 105 to increase the
charging rate for some battery cells 105 and reduce the
charging rate for other battery cells 105 to reduce the
variability of the parameter mismatch 126 among the battery
cells 105. For example, the charge/discharge modification
module 340 may determine an amount to vary the charging
characteristics of the battery cells 105. In one embodiment,
the method 700 populates an objective map 114 for each
battery cell 105 to input the parameter mismatches 126. The
parameter mismatch 126 may be evaluated over a target
interval and adjusted as necessary based on battery health
and status. The target interval may be a time interval such as
three weeks. Alternatively, the target interval may be a
number of charge/discharge cycles for the system 100. The
method 700 may re-evaluate battery status at the end of the
target interval and may readjust the parameter mismatch
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126. The determination 710 of the battery state 201 is
described in more detail in FIG. 7C.

The method 700 may determine 712 the reference state
231 for the associated battery cell 105. The determination
712 of the reference state is described in more detail in FIG.
7D. Determining 712 the reference state, in various embodi-
ments, is a function of the battery state module 302, the
charge/discharge modification module 304, the central con-
troller 160, etc. The method 700 may optionally cycle 714
current to one or more battery cells 105 to heat the battery
cells 105. The battery controller 111 for a battery cell 105 or
the central controller 160 may cycle 714 the current in a
battery cell 105. The cell impedance 212 of the battery cell
105 may decrease as the battery cell 105 is heated. Reducing
the cell impedance 212 of the battery cell 105 may improve
the performance of the battery cell 105. By cycling current
from the shared bus 180 through the DC to DC converter
280 the battery cell 105, the battery controller 111 may heat
the battery cell 105 and improve the performance of the
battery cell 105.

The method 700 may modify 716 the reference state 231
of each battery cell 105, for example by modifying the
objective map 114 of each battery cell 105. In one embodi-
ment, the charge/discharge modification module 304 modi-
fies 716 the reference state 231 of a battery cell 105 based
on a parameter mismatch 126 between parameters of the
battery state 201 of one or more battery cells 105. In one
embodiment, the parameter mismatch 126 is reduced to
within divergence limits 384.

In one embodiment, modifying 716 the reference state
231 reduces a rate of divergence of the parameter mismatch
126 over time. Typically, the rate of divergence of the
parameter mismatch 126 is reduced over the divergence time
interval 382. The charge/discharge modification module 304
may modify 716 the reference state 231 of a battery cell 105
based on a capacity mismatch between a cell capacity 208 of
the given battery cell 105 and one of a cell capacity 208 of
a maximum capacity battery cell 105, an average cell
capacity 208 of the plurality of battery cells 105, a maximum
capacity of a least healthy battery cell (e.g. 105%) and a
predefined cell capacity 392. As a result, a battery cell 105
with a higher cell capacity 208 reaches a higher maximum
cell state-of-charge 204 than a battery cell 105 with a lower
cell capacity 208 at a maximum shared bus voltage Vs .4,
or a maximum value of the reference state.

The upper limit of the open circuit cell voltage V.,
which typically correlates to a maximum state-of-charge of
the battery cell 105, may be modified based on a cell
capacity parameter mismatch 126 wherein the cell capacity
mismatch is calculated for each given i” battery cell 105
using Equation 1, where V,,,, is a maximum cell voltage
limit 216, K is a control constant 386, Q, is a cell capacity
208 of the given battery cell 105, and Q is one of a cell
capacity 208 of a battery cell 105 with a greatest cell
capacity 208 max(Q), an average cell capacity 208 of the
plurality of battery cells 105, a cell capacity 208 of a battery
cell 105 with a lowest cell capacity 208, and the predefined
cell capacity 392. Equation 1 calculates a maximum open
circuit cell voltage V. ... Tor a charging cell current 109 to
the battery cell 105. Reversing the cell current 109 modifies
the Equation.

IVoc Equation 1
Q-0

Viax — K
max 50

Vocmax =

In one embodiment, cell capacity mismatch AQ, given in
Equation 2 is determined by the central controller 160 for
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each bypass converter 110. Alternatively, AQ, may be deter-
mined locally by each cell bypass converter 110 using the
shared bus voltage 145 and/or the data available locally from
the battery sensors 150 and converter sensors 265.

AQ=0-0;
In one embodiment, the cell capacity mismatch is calcu-
lated using Equation 3, where I, is the string current, 1, is
a bypass converter input current 196 for the given battery
cell 105, m,,,, is the predefined nominal capacity 394 and m,
is capacity parameter calculated as described below. As a
result, each bypass converter 110 may calculate the cell
objective map 114 in a distributed manner. If there is a load
current 195, Equation 3 is modified to account for the
additional converter current.

Equation 2

m;iQilsy
Myom(Lser + 1g i)

Equation 3
AQi=Qi—

The capacity parameter m; may calculated using Equation
4, is where V,, . is the shared bus voltage 145 and b, is a
defined capacity constant. Parameter m, may be calculated
for a given battery cell 105 and m,,,,, may be the predeter-
mined nominal capacity 394.

_Qi-b

m; =
Vius

Equation 4

In one embodiment, the open circuit cell voltage V 5 130
may be modified using Equation 5, where V., is the
modified shared bus reference voltage 136, i, is the bypass
converter input current 196 and R, is a droop control
resistance. The bypass converter input current and the droop
control resistance may be droop inputs 128.

Voco=Vocig*Raroop Equation 5

In another embodiment, Equation 2 is reversed subtract
the capacity of the reference cell from the capacity of a
current cell (Q,-Q) to determine a capacity difference AQ,,
which is then used to determine a maximum open circuit
voltage V 5¢,qr,; according to Equation 6 where K, K, and
K, are constants and the resulting quadratic equation defines
a relationship between open circuit voltage Ve 4y, and
capacity difference AQ, for a particular battery cell 105 or

cell type.

Voc maxi=K {AQ P +KAQAK Equation 6

An example of the relationship between open circuit
voltage V¢ ... and capacity difference AQ, for a particular
battery cell 105 is depicted in FIGS. 8A and 8B. FIG. 8A
depicts a top graph of relative capacity over time for battery
cells 105 stored at 30 degrees Celsius at different states of
charge. As can be seen, storing a battery cell at a higher
state-of-charge negatively impacts capacity over time than
storing the same battery cell at a lower state-of-charge. The
lower part of the graph in FIG. 8A is a zoomed in view of
a time of 1 year. The change in capacity after 1 year of
storage between a battery cell at 100% versus 95% results in
a relative capacity change of -0.0125.

FIG. 8B depicts a graph of maximum open circuit voltage
of a reference battery cell V.. ,.r Versus capacity mis-
match relative to a strongest cell. The line depicted in FIG.
8B matches Equation 6 where K,=-89.032, K,=3.7247 and
K;=4.091. If the state-of-charge had been reduced to 95%
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rather than 100%, after 1 year the battery capacity would
have 1.25% more remaining capacity. This relationship may
be used to determine how much to lower a maximum
state-of-charge for a weaker battery cell (e.g. 1056-r) versus
a healthier cell (e.g. 105a), or versus an average battery cell,
a weakest battery cell or a predefined battery characteristic.
K,, K, and K, will differ from battery to battery, for various
battery types, etc.

Note that actual relative capacity changes will differ
depending on actual battery usage because battery cells 105
will not remain in storage but will be discharged and charged
so that the battery cells 105 will spend time below a
maximum state-of-charge. The charge/discharge modifica-
tion module 304 may adjust the parameters in Equation 6
based on anticipated or actual usage and battery state
module 302 may determine a battery state 201 for the battery
cells 105 at various time intervals so that the charge/
discharge modification module 304 may adjust a maximum
state-of-charge based on current battery states 201.

In one embodiment, Equation 6 may be approximated by
a straight line instead of a curve to simplify calculations so
that there is a proportional relationship between maximum
open circuit voltage V. ,..rand capacity mismatch rela-
tive to a reference battery cell. In the embodiment, FIG. 8B
would have a straight line instead of the depicted curve. For
example, Equation 7 may be used to determine a state-of-
charge of a battery cell 105 relative to a maximum state-
of-charge of a reference battery cell. S, ., 15 @ maxi-
mum end-of-charge SOC for the reference battery cell and
SOC,, ., 1s @ maximum end-of-charge SOC for battery cell
i. Koo 1s a multiplier converting capacity to state-of-charge.
Q, is a fractional capacity of battery cell i (fraction is
Ah-capacity relative to nameplate Ah-capacity) and Q,,, is
the fractional capacity of the reference battery cell. Depend-
ing on the end-of-charge control objective, Q_,. may be for
the healthiest capacity cell

obj

Qopj = H{?X(Q;),

for an average capacity cell
Qo = aYg(Q;),

or a minimum capacity cell
Qup; = min(Q)).

SOCx,=SOC im0 K(Qi= Qoty)

Note that because open circuit voltage of a battery cell
105 correlates to state-of-charge for the battery cell, Equa-
tion 7 may also be modified to return an open circuit voltage
Voc max; for the i? battery cell 105 by multiplying Equation
7 by another constant.

For the power optimized balancing control technique
below the transition voltage 522, the bypass converter may
control 718 the cell state-of-charge 204 for the given battery
cell 105 as a function of a cell voltage 130 and a cell
resistance 213 for the power optimized balancing control
method below the transition voltage 522. In one embodi-
ment, the state-of-charge is represented by the open circuit

Equation 7
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cell voltage V5. The open circuit cell voltage V- may be
calculated using Equation 8, where V., is a cell voltage
130 at open circuit for a given i” battery cell 105, V, __isa
maximum cell voltage limit 216, V.., is a minimum cell
voltage limit 214, R, is a cell resistance 213 for the given
battery cell, and [, . is a maximum cell current for the given
battery cell. Equation 8 calculates the cell voltage V-, 130
for and i battery cell 105 for charging cell current 109 to the
battery cell 105 under maximum current conditions. Revers-
ing the cell current 109 modifies Equation 8.

Vinax(Voc,i = Rillmax|) = Vinin(Voc,i + Rillmax|)
Vinax = Vinin = 2Ri|nax|

Equation 8

Vei=

In one embodiment, the droop controller 116 controls cell
voltage V., 130, which indirectly controls open circuit
voltage V ;. Where open circuit voltage V-, correlates to
state-of-charge for the battery cell 105, Equation 8 may be
used to calculate a shared bus reference voltage 134 for
worst case discharge current I, . conditions for any given
open circuit voltage V., calculated by the battery state
module 302 where open circuit voltage V., is calculated
instead of state-of-charge. The shared bus reference voltage
134 calculated using Equation 8 may maximize instanta-
neous cell power capability 218 for the battery cell 105.
Equation 8 may be easily reformulated without a maximum
cell voltage V.. where the maximum cell voltage is not
used.

In another embodiment, the battery state module 320
determines a minimum open circuit voltage V 5, and inter-
nal resistance of a battery cell 105 and the charge/discharge
modification module 304 populates a table in the objective
map 114 to produce a shared bus reference voltage 134
instead of using an equation, such as Equation 8. The
charge/discharge modification module 304 compensates for
the difference between the shared bus voltage Vg, 145 and
a corresponding open circuit voltage V., and/or cell volt-
age V. 130. For example, there may be a gain based on a
difference between a reference battery cell (e.g. 105a) and
the shared bus voltage V;, 145 and there may be a differ-
ence between the shared bus voltage Vo, 145 and a modified
battery cell voltage due to changes in maximum and mini-
mum state-of-charge of a less healthy battery cell 105 versus
the reference battery cell 105a to minimize parameter diver-
gence and/or compensation due to internal cell resistance.

The battery controller 111 may control 718 the battery
state 201 of a battery cell 105 to the reference state 231. In
one embodiment, the reference state 231 is based on the
shared bus voltage 145. In another embodiment, the refer-
ence state 231 is related to state-of-charge of a reference
battery cell. In one embodiment, a parameter mismatch 126
between the battery state 201 and the reference state 231
controlled 718 to minimize a reduction in cell capacity 208.
The cell capacity 208 of the battery cell typically diminishes
over time. The battery controller 111 may decrease the rate
of divergence of the battery state 201 from the reference
state 231 for the battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the
DC-DC controller 118 employs model predictive control
(“MPC”) to decrease the rate of divergence the battery state
201 to the reference state 231.

FIG. 7C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery state modification method 710. The
battery state modification method 710 may be performed by
the battery state module 302, which may be part of the
battery controller 111 and/or the central controller 160. In
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one embodiment, the method 710 is performed by a com-
bination of one or more bypass converters 110 and the
central controller 160. In a certain embodiment, the method
710 is performed by a processor. In addition, the method 710
may be performed by computer readable storage medium
storing code.

The method 710 begins calculates 732 the initial battery
state 201 for the battery cell 105. For example, the battery
state module 302 may calculate 732 the battery state 201.
The calculation 732 of the initial battery state 201 may be
performed as part of the characterization of the battery cell
105 is described in FIG. 7F. Alternatively, the calculation
732 may be performed periodically such as after a repre-
sentation calculation interval, or on an ongoing basis using
battery models and/or model predictive control.

In one embodiment, the method 710 identifies 734 the
variability of the battery states 201 between the plurality of
battery cells 105. The battery state module 302 may identify
734 the variability of the battery states 201. The battery state
module 302 may compare parameters of the battery states
201 of the battery cells 105. In one embodiment, if a first
battery cell (e.g. 105a) has a parameter of the battery state
201 that exceeds a corresponding average of the parameters
of the battery states 201 one of the other battery cells (e.g.
1055) by greater than a variability threshold, the battery state
module 302 may identify 560 the difference as a variability.

Alternatively, the method 710 may rank parameters for
each battery cell 105. If the first battery cell 1054 has a
parameter of the battery state 201 that is least desirable and
that exceeds a corresponding parameter of the binary rep-
resentation of the battery cell 105a with the next least
desirable parameter of the battery state 201 by greater than
the variability threshold, the method 710 may identify 560
the difference is a variability. In one embodiment, the
method 710 may identify 736 a battery cell 105 that is not
satisfying a parameter of the reference state 231. For
example, the cell lifetime 221 may not satisfy the reference
cell lifetime 253 or the cell capacity may be less than the
reference capacity 238.

In one embodiment, the method 710 modifies 738 the
battery state 201 for each battery cell 105 and the method
710 ends. For example, the charge/discharge modification
module 304 may modify 738 the battery state 201 for each
battery cell 105 and may alter a charging characteristic, such
as the objective map 114, of each battery cell 105. The
battery state 201 may be modified 738 to decrease a rate of
divergence of a parameter of the battery state 201 to the
corresponding parameter of the reference state 231. For
example, the battery state 201 may be modified 738 to
decrease a rate of divergence of the cell lifetime 221 from
the reference cell lifetime 253. Alternatively, the battery
state 201 may be modified to converge the cell lifetime 221
to the reference cell lifetime 253.

Alternatively, the method 710 may modify 738 the battery
state 201 for each battery cell 105 to reduce variability
between the battery states 201, and the method 710 ends. For
example, the battery states 201 may be modified 738 to
match the cell power capability 218 between the plurality of
battery cells 105. The battery state 201 of each battery cell
105 may be modified 738 so that the charging and discharg-
ing of the battery cells 105 modifies the overall cell power
capability 218 of the plurality of battery cells 105. In one
embodiment, the battery state 201 for each battery cell 105
is modified 738 to extend a system lifetime of the battery
system 100. In one embodiment, the system lifetime is a
minimum of the cell lifetimes 221 for the plurality of battery
cells 105. Alternatively, the system lifetime may be an
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average of the cell lifetimes 221. The battery state 201 for
each battery cell 105 may be modified 738 to extend a range
of' the battery pack for a drive cycle. In one embodiment, the
drive cycle may comprise charging the battery pack and then
discharging the battery pack, such as to motivate an electric
vehicle. The range may be a function of a sum of the cell
power capabilities of the plurality of battery cells 105.

FIG. 7D is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a reference state determination method 712.
The reference state determination method 712 may be
performed by a battery controller 111. In one embodiment,
the method 712 is performed by a combination of one or
more bypass converters 110 and the central controller 160.
In a certain embodiment, the method 712 is performed by a
processor. In addition, the method 712 may be performed by
computer readable storage medium storing code.

The method 712 begins and defines 740 requirements for
the battery system 100. The requirements may include a
system power, the system voltage, a system current, and a
system discharge rate. The requirements may be based on
power needs of the device such as an electric car. In one
embodiment, the requirement may be one or more of the
reference capacity 238, a reference state-of-health 241, a
reference power capability 248, a reference cell lifetime 253
and a reference charging characteristic. The battery control-
ler 111 may further calculate 742 the reference state 231 and
the method 712 ends. In one embodiment, a single reference
state 231 is calculated for all battery cells 105. Alternatively,
a unique reference state 231 may be calculated for each
battery cell 105.

In one embodiment, the battery controller 111 may cal-
culate 742 the divergence time interval 382 and the diver-
gence limits 384. The divergence time interval 382 may be
short if the requirements specify to more rapidly decrease a
rate of divergence of the battery state 201 from the reference
state 231. Alternatively, the divergence time interval 382
may be longer if the requirements specify slowly reducing
the rate of divergence of the battery state 201 from the
reference state 231. The divergence limits 384 may be
narrow if the requirements specify to more rapidly decrease
the rate of divergence of the battery state 201 from the
reference state 231. In addition, the divergence limits 384
may be broad if the requirements allow a slow decrease of
the rate of divergence of the battery state 201 from the
reference state 231.

In addition, the battery controller 111 may calculate 742
the control constant 386 based on the divergence time
interval 382 and/or the divergence limits 384. For example,
if the divergence time interval 382 is short and/or the
divergence limits 384 are narrow, the control constant 386
may be high. Alternatively, if the divergence time interval
382 is long and/or the divergence limits 384 are broad, the
control constant 386 may be low.

FIG. 7E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a balancing control method 750. The bal-
ancing control method 750 may be performed by the charge/
discharge module 306, which may be embodied in a battery
controller 111, to reduce a parameter mismatch 126 of two
or more battery state parameters. In one embodiment, the
balancing control method 750 is performed by a combina-
tion of one or more bypass converters 110 and the central
controller 160. In a certain embodiment, the balancing
control method 750 is performed by a processor. In addition,
the balancing control method 750 may be performed by a
computer readable storage medium storing code. One of
skill in the art will recognize other ways to implement the
balancing control method 750.
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The balancing control method 750 begins and determines
752 if one or more first parameters of the battery state 201
are less than the control threshold 504. For example, the
balancing control method 750 may determine that the cell
voltage for a battery cell 105 is less than the control
threshold 504. In another embodiment, the balancing control
method 750 determines 752 if the shared bus voltage V
145 is below the transition voltage 522. In addition, the
battery controller 111 may balance the cell lifetime 221 of
one or more battery cells 105 and the cell power capability
218 of the one or more battery cells to determine a control
threshold 504.

If the one or more first battery cell parameters are less
than the control threshold 504, the battery controller 111
may control 754 the battery state 201 to the reference state
231 using the power optimized balancing control algorithm.
The power optimized balancing control algorithm may cal-
culate a minimum cell voltage 130 using Equation 8.

In one embodiment, the power optimized balancing con-
trol algorithm calculates the lower limit of the cell voltage
Vi min Using BEquation 9, where V,, is a minimum cell
voltage limit 214, [, is a maximum cell current 109, R, is
a cell resistance 213 for the given battery cell 105, and R is
one of an average cell resistance 213 for the plurality of
battery cells, a cell resistance 213 of a maximum resistance
battery cell 105, a minimum resistance battery cell 105 and
the predefined cell resistance 396. Equation 9 calculates the
lower limit of the cell voltage V. 130 for a discharging cell
current 109 to the battery cell 105. Reversing the current
modifies Equation 9.

Vocimin™Vmin—lmaxB=R;) Equation 9

If the one or more first battery cell parameters are not less
than the control threshold 504, the battery controller 111
may control 756 the battery state 201 to the reference state
231 using a life control algorithm. In one embodiment,
according to the life algorithm, the life control module 402
calculates the upper limit of the open circuit cell voltage
Voc,: 130 at open circuit using Equation 1. In another
embodiment, the life control module 402 uses Equation 6 to
determine a maximum open circuit voltage of a battery cell
and determines various open circuit voltages correlated to
shared bus voltages V;, 145 between a maximum shared
bus voltage V;; max and the transition voltage 522. The life
control module 402 may also define a relationship between
the shared bus reference voltage 134 and state-of-charge,
such as state-of-charge of the reference state, as depicted in
FIG. 5B. In another embodiment, the life control module
402 defines a relationship between the shared bus reference
voltage 134 and the shared bus voltage V ;, 145 or reference
state-of-charge accounting for internal resistance of the
battery cell 105.

By selecting the power optimized balancing algorithm or
the life control algorithm based on the relationship of the one
or more first parameters to the control threshold, the battery
controller 111 balances 758 the two or more battery state
parameters, such as the cell lifetime 221 and the cell power
capability 218, and the balancing control method 750 ends.

FIG. 7F is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery characterization method 708. The
battery characterization method 708 may determine the
battery state 201. The battery characterization method 708
may be performed by the battery state module 302, which
may be part of a battery controller 111. Alternatively, the
battery characterization method 708 may be performed by
the battery state module 302 in the central controller 160. In
one embodiment, the battery characterization method 708 is
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performed by a combination of one or more bypass con-
verters 110 and the central controller 160. In a certain
embodiment, the battery characterization method 708 is
performed by a processor. In addition, the battery charac-
terization method 708 may be performed by computer
readable storage medium storing code.

The battery characterization method 708 begins and
causes one or more battery cells 105 to enter 762 an off-line
state. The method 70 may cause the battery cells 105 to enter
762 the off-line state while the battery system 100 is not
being discharged, for example. The battery characterization
method 708 may cause the battery cells 105 to enter 762 the
off-line state in response to a command. Alternatively, the
battery characterization method 708 may cause the battery
cells 105 to automatically enter 762 the off-line state when
the battery system 100 has not been discharged for an
unused time interval. In a certain embodiment, the battery
characterization method 708 perturbs 764 the cell current
109 and/or the cell voltage 130 for the battery cell 105. For
example, the battery controller 111 may vary the cell current
and/or the cell voltage of the battery cell 105. The battery
controller 111 may perturb 764 the battery cell 105 by
placing the battery cell 105 in a no load state.

In an alternate embodiment, the battery characterization
method 708 perturbs 764 the battery cell 105 by drawing no
cell current 109 from the battery cell 105 in a no load state
for a perturbation time interval, followed by drawing cell
current 109 at one of the maximum cell voltage limit 216
and the cell power capability 218 for the perturbation time
interval. In addition, the battery characterization method 708
may subsequently draw no cell current 109 from the battery
cell 105 for the perturbation time interval. The battery
characterization method 708 measure 766, for example
using battery sensors 150, the cell voltage 130 and the cell
current 109 during the perturbation 764 of the battery cell
105. The battery characterization method 708 may deter-
mine the battery state 201 from the measurements of the
battery cell 105 from the perturbation 764 is described in
step 710 of FIG. 7B.

In one embodiment, the battery characterization method
708 calculates 768 the battery state 201. For example, the
battery state module 302 may calculate 768 the battery state
201. The battery state 201 may include at least one of the cell
impedance 212, the cell capacity 208, the cell temperature
217, the cell state-of-charge 204, and the cell state-of-health
209 for the battery cell 105.

In one embodiment, the cell state-of-charge 204 is calcu-
lated 768 as a function of the cell voltage 130 of the battery
cell 105 in a no load state V,;. The cell voltage 130 in the
no load state V,,; may be calculated as a function of the cell
voltage 130, the cell current 109, and a cell resistance 213
of the battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the cell voltage
130 in the no load state V; is calculated using Equation 10,
where V. is the measured cell voltage 130, R is the cell
resistance 213 of the battery cell 105 and battery cell
connections, and 1. is the cell current 109 of the battery cell
105. Equation 10 calculates V,, for a cell current 109
flowing from the battery cell 105. Reversing the flow will
modify Equation 10. The no load voltage V,,; may be similar
to the battery open circuit voltage V., however, often the
open circuit voltage V. requires the battery cell 105 to be
at rest for a period of time to allow stabilization of chemical
reactions within the battery cell 105.

Var=VetrRe™e)

In one embodiment, the battery characterization method
708 optionally performs 770 a diagnostic on the battery cell

Equation 10
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105. The battery model 260 may employ the measurements
of the battery sensors 150 to diagnose failures and potential
failures for the battery cell 105. In addition, information
from the diagnostic may be included in the battery state 201.

FIG. 7G is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a battery characterization method 780. The
battery characterization method 780 may determine the
battery state 201. The battery characterization method 780
may be performed by the battery state module 302, which
may be in the battery controller 111 and/or the central
controller 160. In a certain embodiment, the battery char-
acterization method 780 is performed by a processor. In
addition, the battery characterization method 780 may be
performed by computer readable storage medium storing
code.

The battery characterization method 780 begins and char-
acterizes 782 the battery cell 105, for example, as described
in the battery characterization method 708 of FIG. 7F. In
addition, the battery characterization method 780 may deter-
mine 784 the battery model data 261 for the battery cell 105.
The battery characterization method 780 may determine 786
the battery state 201 in response to inputs from one or more
of a temperature sensor, an optical sensor, a voltage sensor,
a current sensor, a pH sensor, a strain sensor, a pressure
sensor, and/or a gas composition sensor. For example, the
battery characterization method 780 may determine the
battery state 201 based on the cell temperature 217, optical
data 262, cell voltage 130, cell current 109, pH data 264
before, strain data 266, pressure data 268, and/or gas com-
position data 270. The battery characterization method 780
may control 788 the target parameter based on the battery
model data 261. In one embodiment, the battery character-
ization method 780 controls 788 the target parameter to
decrease 790 a rate of divergence of the battery state 201
from the battery model data 261 and the battery character-
ization method 780 ends.

FIG. 9A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an apparatus 900 for using a model predic-
tive controller. The apparatus 900 includes one embodiment
of a battery controller 111 with a measurement module 902,
a Kalman filter module 904, a Battery model module 906
and an MPC optimization module 908, which are described
below. The modules 902-908 of the apparatus 900 are a
portion of the functions of the battery controller 111. In other
embodiments, all or a portion of the apparatus 900 may be
included in the central controller 160, embodied with logic
hardware, embodiment with a programmable hardware
device, embodied by executable code on a computer read-
able storage medium, and the like.

The apparatus 900 includes a measurement module 902
that receives battery status information from one or more
sensors, such as battery sensors 150 and converter sensors
265, receiving information from a battery cell 105. For
example, the measurement module 902 may receive cell
current 109 from a current sensor. In one embodiment, the
cell current 109 is string current 194 minus current in a
connection between the bypass converter 110 and the
attached battery cell 105. In another embodiment, the cell
current 109 is string current 194 minus current from the
bypass converter 110 going to the shared bus 180 multiplied
by a gain across the converter, which is typically the same
as the current between the battery cell 105 and the bypass
converter 110 on a steady-state basis. One of skill in the art
will recognize other ways to measure cell current 109. In
another embodiment, the battery status information includes
battery cell voltage V. 130. In another embodiment, the
battery status information includes battery cell temperature
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217. One of skill in the art will recognize other useful battery
status information that can be obtained from the battery cell
105 and/or battery system 100.

The apparatus 900 includes a Kalman filter module 904
that uses a Kalman filter and the battery status information
to provide a state estimate vector. The Kalman filter, also
known as a linear quadratic estimator (“LQE”) is an algo-
rithm that uses a series of measurements taken over time to
produce estimates of unknown variables. The estimates tend
to be more accurate over time than single estimates by using
Bayesian inference and estimating a joint probability distri-
bution over the variables for each timeframe. A typical
battery module merely produces a state-of-charge estimate.
However, producing only state-of-charge is less useful than
a state estimate vector with state-of-charge plus other vari-
ables.

In one embodiment, the state estimate vector includes a
representation of cell state-of-charge 204 plus a representa-
tion of a side reaction overpotential value, a concentration of
lithium in electrolyte of the battery cell 105, and a battery
cell open circuit voltage V.. Other examples include other
values useful in estimating a battery cell response and
battery health.

Battery technologies store energy through main electro-
chemical reactions. For example, lithium-ion battery cells
have two main reactions for storing energy. Often there are
side reactions, which may be detrimental. The side reaction
overpotential value is a causative factor for lithium plating
and a degradation mechanism, which causes battery cell
capacity to fade over time. Monitoring the side reaction
overpotential value for a lithium-ion battery cell is beneficial
in determining a battery state-of-health and in determining
capacity at end of life. In other embodiments, the state
estimate vector may include a representation of other side
reactions.

The state estimate vector may also include a representa-
tion of lithium in electrolyte of the battery cell 105. Esti-
mating an amount of lithium in electrolyte may be useful in
preventing a voltage collapse of the battery cell 105 due to
a low amount of lithium. The state estimate vector may also
include a representation of battery cell open circuit voltage
V 5> which is correlated to cell state-of-charge 204. The cell
open circuit voltage V 5 is beneficial in preventing the open
circuit voltage V. from dipping below a minimum cell
voltage limit 214 or rising above a maximum cell voltage
limit 216 and typically differs from battery cell voltage V.
130 measured at the battery terminals.

The apparatus 900 includes a battery model module 906
that inputs the state estimate vector and battery status
information into a battery model and calculates a battery
model output. The battery model represents the battery cell
105. In one embodiment, the battery model is a reduced-
order battery model. For example, the reduced-order battery
model includes A, B, C, and D matrices and may be reduced
from a full-order battery model. The full-order battery model
includes electrochemical equations that describe internal
operation and chemical reactions within the battery cell 105.
Creating a reduced-order battery model from the full-order
battery model is discussed below in reference to the appa-
ratus 901 of FIG. 9B.

In one embodiment, the full-order model is a physics-
based model that describes lithium-ion battery cell 105 and
is comprised of four coupled partial-differential equations
(“PDEs”) plus one algebraic equation that ties the PDEs
together. The battery model module 906 receives at least the
state estimate vector plus battery status information. In one
embodiment, the battery status information is the battery cell
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current 109 from the measurement module 902. In another
embodiment, the battery model module 906 receives a
battery cell voltage V- 130 from the measurement module
902. The battery status information may also include cell
temperature 217 or other measurable parameters. The bat-
tery model module 906 calculates a battery model output
based on the state estimate vector and the battery status
information, which may be used to predict one or more
responses of the battery cell 105.

The state estimate vector is related to state-of-charge, side
reaction overpotential value, lithium concentration, etc., but
is typically in a mathematical form that may not be recog-
nizable outside of the interaction between the Kalman filter
module 904 and the battery model module 906. In one
embodiment, the apparatus 900 transforms the state estimate
vector to a user friendly form and passes the state estimate
vector in an electronic form that may be used to view or use
the user-friendly state estimate vector.

The apparatus 900 includes an MPC optimization module
908 that inputs one or more battery model outputs and an
error signal in a model predictive control algorithm to
calculate an optimal response. The optimal response
includes a modification of the error signal. Model predictive
control (“MPC”) is a method of process control that predicts
future responses to a physical system. Model predictive
controllers typically rely on dynamic models of the process
being controlled, which are most often linear empirical
models obtained by system identification. For example, once
a battery cell 105 is characterized for various cell state-of-
charge 204 values, various cell temperatures 217, etc.,
equations representing the battery cell 105 may be populated
with test data to accurately describe functionality of the
battery cell 105.

A main advantage of MPC is allowing a current timeslot
to be optimized, while taking into account future timeslots.
This is achieved by optimizing a finite time-horizon, but
only implementing the current timeslot. MPC can anticipate
future events and can take control actions accordingly.
Typical controllers, such as simple proportional controllers,
proportional-integral-derivative controller, and the like do
not have a predictive ability. One advantage of MPC opti-
mization is that limits, such as a state-of-charge limit, a
minimum cell voltage limit 214, a maximum cell voltage
limit 216, etc. may be known to the MPC optimization
process and may be avoided in an elegant way, which is
often more stable than a typical controller with hard limits.

In one embodiment, the MPC optimization module 908
uses multiple predicted battery model outputs from the
battery model module 906 and then uses the predicted
outputs to optimize an output. For example, for a fast charge
of the battery unit 102, the MPC optimization module 908
may optimize responses from the battery model module 906
that avoid limits, such as a maximum cell voltage limit 216,
a maximum cell current, a maximum cell temperature, and
the like.

FIG. 9B is a schematic block diagram illustrating another
embodiment of an apparatus 901 for using a model predic-
tive controller. The apparatus 901 includes another embodi-
ment of a battery controller 111 that includes a measurement
module 902, a Kalman filter module 904, a battery model
module 906, an MPC optimization module 908, a battery
state module 302, a charge/discharge modification module
304 and a charge/discharge module 306, which are substan-
tially similar to those described above in relation to the
apparatuses 300, 900 of FIGS. 3 and 9A. The apparatus 901
also includes a reduced order module 910 that produces a
reduced-order battery model based on the full-order battery
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model. The full-order model is difficult to use in a battery-
management or battery-control system, such as the battery
system 100, since the computational complexity of execut-
ing the PDEs is high.

In one embodiment, the battery cell 105 is one of a
plurality of battery cells 105 forming a battery unit 102 and
the apparatus 901 includes a battery state module 302, a
charge/discharge modification module 304 and a charge/
discharge module 306 that operate as described above in
relation to the apparatus 300 of FIG. 3. In one embodiment,
the charge/discharge module 306 provides a shared bus
reference voltage 134 as a reference signal. The reference
signal is compared to a predicted cell state-of-charge to
provide the error signal. A charge/discharge modification
module 304 for each battery cell 105, in one embodiment,
creates an objective map for each battery cell 105 custom-
ized based on the health of each battery cell 105. The
charge/discharge module 306 adjusts the reference state,
which may be a reference state-of-charge or a shared bus
reference voltage 134, based on the reference state, such as
the voltage of the shared bus 180. The MPC optimization
module 908 then modifies the resulting error signal to create
an optimal response to achieve the target state-of-charge of
the associated battery cell 105 associated with the particular
value of shared bus reference voltage 134 output by the
charge/discharge module 306.

Advantageously, using a reduced-order battery model in
the battery model module 906 is more computational
friendly and may allow computation of future battery model
outputs on a real-time basis. Using a reduced-order battery
model may allow use of a less expensive and/or less pow-
erful processor, which may make sophisticated battery con-
trols more affordable for electric vehicle, smartphones, and
other consumer electronics.

Typically, full-order battery models for various battery
cell technologies are known or derivable. The reduced order
module 910 may first receive input from battery cell testing
to populate a full-order battery cell model. The reduced
order module 910 may then create a reduced-order battery
model that is accurate enough to be used for MPC.

In one embodiment, the reduced order module 910 creates
a reduced-order state-space representation [hereinafter
“reduced-order battery model”] of the full-order battery
model. For example, the state-space representation may
include A, B, C, and D matrices that are used in first order
differential equations. Typically, the D matrix is used to
represent nonlinearities and may be excluded where the
full-order battery model does not include nonlinearities or is
used for nonlinear operation in a particular region. The
state-space representation is described in more detail with
regard to FIG. 11.

FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a more
detailed block diagram 1000 of a model predictive control-
ler. The diagram 1000 includes a battery controller 1114 for
a battery cell 105a of a battery unit 102 where the battery
cell 105qa is connected to a bypass controller 110a on one
side and to the shared bus 180 on the other side. The shared
bus 180 may feed a low voltage load 170 as depicted, but
may also feed an energy source 105p, a capacitor 185, etc.
as described in FIGS. 1A and 2A-J. Other battery cells
1056-n and associated bypass converters 110b-r are not
shown for clarity, but it is understood that the other bypass
converters 11056-n are connected in parallel to the shared bus
180 and that the battery unit 102 includes the other battery
cells 10556-n. Other elements of the battery system 100 may
also be included, but are not shown for clarity. It is under-
stood that the other battery cells 1056- include a battery
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controller 1105-» with a Kalman filter module 904, a battery
model module 906, an MPC optimization module 908, etc.
as depicted in FIG. 10.

The diagram 1000 includes battery sensors 150 and
converter sensors 265, which may be part of the measure-
ment module 902 and provide the battery status information,
such as cell current 196 and cell voltage V- 130, to the
Kalman filter module 904 and/or the battery model module
906. The Kalman filter module 904 includes a Kalman Filter
1002, which may include a version of the reduced-order
battery model initialized with initial battery status informa-
tion. For example, the battery cell 105a may be initially
charged to 65% state-of-charge, which may be input into the
Kalman Filter 1002. Other initial battery cell parameters
may be measured and/or calculated and then input in the
Kalman Filter.

The battery model module 906 includes a battery model
1004 that is a reduced-order battery model. The MPC
optimization module 908 is depicted abutted against the
battery model module 906 to represent data flow between
the modules 906, 908 and to represent that the MPC opti-
mization module 908 and the battery model module 906 may
be integrally related or may be a single module.

A summation block 1006 receives a reference signal and
a predicted signal and the summation block 1006 produces
an error signal 1008, which is a difference between the
reference signal and the predicted signal. The reference
signal, in other embodiments, may include a reference cell
current, a reference cell voltage, and a reference state-of-
charge, and the like and the predicted signal may include a
predicted cell current, a predicted cell voltage and a pre-
dicted state-of-charge, and the like. Where the reference
signal is a reference state-of-charge, the reference signal
may be the shared bus reference voltage 134 and the
predicted signal may be a predicted or calculated state-of-
charge 1010. The error signal 1008, which may be a differ-
ence between a commanded state-of-charge and the pre-
dicted or calculated state-of-charge, may then be used by the
MPC optimization module 908 to produce a modified error
signal 1012, which may be used by the charge/discharge
module 306 to adjust charging and discharging of the battery
cell 105 to achieve the desired target state-of-charge in an
optimal way while avoiding parameter limits. The Kalman
filter module 904 passes a state estimate vector 1014 to the
battery model module 906.

The modified error signal 1012 is passed to a droop
controller 116 (not shown) or other fast-acting feedback loop
for the bypass converter 110a. The droop controller 116 or
other fast-acting feedback loop may be located in the battery
controller 111a or the bypass converter 110a. The modified
error signal 1012 may be a reference signal for the droop
controller 116 or other fast-acting feedback loop where the
MPC optimization module 908 operates on a time-frame by
time-frame basis that is slower than the droop controller 116
or other fast-acting feedback loop.

The MPC optimization module 908, in one embodiment,
estimates one or more future responses of the battery cell
and uses the one or more future responses to calculate the
optimal response. In another embodiment, the one or more
future responses each include discrete response values,
where each discrete response value is separated by a time
interval and the one or more future responses include a
plurality of discrete response values. In one example, the
time interval is in the range of 100 milliseconds to 10
seconds. In a particular example, the time interval is one
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second. In another example, at least one of the one or more
future responses include at least 5 discrete responses and up
to 1000 discrete responses.

In a different example, the one or more future responses
include at least 10 discrete responses and up to 150 discrete
responses. For instance, a future response may include 80
discrete responses. The discrete responses may have differ-
ent values which together make up one response of the
battery model 1004 and may approximate a continuous time
battery cell future response. The time interval is typically
chosen based on speed of the droop controller 116 or fast
feedback loop and speed of the battery cell 105 in respond-
ing to the modified error signal 1012. The and number of
discrete responses that make up a future response is typically
chosen based on speed of the battery response to the
modified error signal 1012 and with a vision of how far into
the future the battery will react.

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram 1100 illustrating a
typical state-space representation of a reduced-order transfer
function. The diagram 1100 represents first order differential
equations of the form:

HO=A@Ox@O+BOu(t) Equation 11

YO=COO+DDu(@)

where:

x(*) is called the “state vector,” x(H)ER”;

y(*) is called the “output vector,” y()ER ¢,

u(*) is called the “input (or control) vector,” ut)yc R?;

A(*) is the “state (or system) matrix,” dim [A(*)]=nxn;

B(*) is the “input matrix,” dim[B(*)]=nxp;

C(*) is the “output matrix,” dim[C(*)]=qxn;

D(*) is the “feedthrough (or feedforward) matrix” (in
cases where the system model does not have a direct
feedthrough, D(*) is the zero matrix), dim [D(*)]=qxp;
and

Equation 12

d
x(1) = d—[x(t).

The state-space representation may take other forms as
appropriate, such as the continuous time-invariant form, the
continuous time-variant form, the explicit discrete time-
invariant form, the explicit discrete time-variant form, the
Laplace domain of the continuous time-invariant form, the
Z-domain of the discrete time-invariant form, etc. One of
skill in the art will recognize a convenient form for the
reduced-order battery model in the state-space representa-
tion.

In one embodiment, the reduced order module 910 pro-
duces the reduced-order battery model from full-order bat-
tery model partial differential equations where the reduced-
order battery model has a state-space representation in the

following form:
x[k+11=A[K)x[k]+B[K]ulk] Equation 13
VIR =Clk]x[k]+D[k]u{k] Equation 14

where:

i(k) is the present battery cell current;
x[k] is the present state estimate vector;
AJk] is a time varying model matrix;
B[k] is a time varying model matrix;
k[k+1] is the future state estimate vector;
C[k] is a time varying model matrix;
DIk] is a time varying model matrix;
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In one embodiment, the Kalman filter is an Extended
Kalman Filter (“EKF”). The Extended Kalman Filter is a
nonlinear version of the Kalman filter. Where transition
models are well defined, an Extended Kalman Filter is often
used for nonlinear state estimation. In one embodiment, the
Extended Kalman Filter works as follows:

For a typical Extended Kalman Filter, six steps are
repeatedly executed:

1. A reduced-order battery model state equation is used to
predict the present battery state estimate vector from a
prior battery state estimate vector and prior battery status
information, such as cell current.

2. The reduced-order battery model state equation is linear-
ized around a present operating point, and is used to
compute an estimate of a covariance matrix of prediction
error from Step 1 (e.g. the “covariance matrix” of the
prediction error).

3. The reduced-order battery model output equation is used
to predict the present battery cell open circuit voltage
from the predicted state estimate vector and present
battery cell current.

4. A Kalman gain matrix is computed based on an estimate
of the covariance matrix of the predicted voltage error
from Step 3, and based on the cross covariance between
the model state error and model output error, which
involves linearizing the reduced-order battery model out-
put equation.

5. The state-vector prediction from Step 1 is updated to
create a state estimate vector using measured cell voltage
and the Kalman gain matrix from Step 4.

6. The covariance of the estimation error for Step 5 is
computed based on the covariance of the prediction error
from Step 2 and the Kalman gain from Step 4.

Further, we add on to the six steps:

7. Estimates of the electrochemical variables of interest are
created based on the state estimate and the model output
equation for the nonlinear electrochemical variables of
interest.

8. The covariance of the estimates from Step 7 are created
based on linearizing the output equations and on the
covariance computed in Step 6.

Note that covariance matrices measure the uncertainty of a

prediction or an estimate and are used to compute “error

bounds” on the predicted/estimated quantity.

In another embodiment, the Kalman filter is a Sigma Point
Kalman Filter (“SPKF”). A Sigma Point Kalman Filter is
similar to an Extended Kalman Filter in goals and what each
step does. However, the method for performing the steps for
a Sigma Point Kalman Filter is fairly different. Instead of
using analytic linearization, a Sigma Point Kalman Filter
uses statistical linearization. Multiple possible state esti-
mates are retained at every point in time and all are propa-
gated through the steps. The steps, in one embodiment, are
as follows:

1. The reduced-order battery model state equation is used to
predict the present battery state estimate vector from the
collection of prior battery state vector estimates and a
collection of possible prior possible battery cell current
values (where the collection describes not only the mea-
sured value, but also possible “true” values, taking into
consideration the fact that there is some measurement
error).

2. The reduced-order battery model state equation is used to
predict a covariance of the present battery state estimate
vector prediction using the collection of prior battery state
estimate vector estimates and collection of possible prior
possible battery cell currents.
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3. The reduced-order battery model output equation is used
to predict the present battery cell open circuit voltage
from the collection of predicted state vectors and collec-
tion of present battery cell currents.

4. The Kalman gain matrix is computed based on an estimate
of the covariance matrix of the predicted voltage error
from Step 3, and based on the cross covariance between
the model state error and model output error, which
involves linearizing the reduced-order battery model out-
put equation.

5. The state-vector prediction from Step 1 is updated to
create a state estimate vector using the measured battery
cell voltage and the Kalman gain matrix from Step 4.

6. The covariance of the estimation error for Step 5 is
computed based on the covariance of the prediction error
from Step 2 and the Kalman gain from Step 4.

Further, we add on to the six steps:

7. Estimates of the electrochemical variables of interest are
created based on the state estimate and the battery model
output equation for the nonlinear electrochemical vari-
ables of interest.

8. The covariance of the estimates from Step 7 are created
based on linearizing the output equations and on the
covariance computed in Step 6.

In one embodiment, the reduced order module 910 pro-
duces a reduced-order battery model from the full-order
battery model using a discrete realization algorithm
(“DRA”). The discrete realization algorithm has the follow-
ing steps:

0. Start with start with either transfer functions (Laplace
domain) or frequency responses (Fourier domain)
describing the internal variables of interest (i.e. state
estimate vector values).

1. Perform an inverse fast-Fourier transform (iFFT) at a high
sample rate to get an approximate continuous-time
impulse response of a variable of interest;

2. Integrate the impulse response to get a continuous-time
step response of the variable of interest;

3. Find the discrete-time unit-pulse response of the variable
of interest by shifting the step response and subtracting
from the original step response;

4. Use the discrete-time unit-pulse response values together
with the Ho-Kalman method to give a discrete-time
state-space form (A, B, C, and D matrices);

5. To get “step 0” the nonlinear battery-model equations
were linearized. The final step, when using the model, is
to add some of these nonlinearities back in.

6. Repeat for each variable of interest.

In one embodiment, the reduced order module 910 pro-
duces a reduced-order battery model from the full-order
battery model using a continuous time realization algorithm
(“CRA”). The continuous time realization algorithm has the
following steps:

0. Start with start with either transfer functions (Laplace
domain) or frequency responses (Fourier domain)
describing the internal variables of interest (i.e. state
estimate vector values).

1. Take samples of the continuous-time frequency response
and process them according to the Van Overschee and de
Moor method. The van Overschee and de Moore method
is described in Van Overschee, et al., “Continuous-time
frequency domain subspace system identification,” Sigral
Processing 52, 1996, which is incorporated herein by
reference for all purposes. (Note that “Step 1” has many
sub-steps.);
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2. Use the discrete-time unit-pulse response values together
with the Ho-Kalman method to give a discrete-time
state-space form (A, B, C, and D matrices);

3. To get “step 0” the nonlinear battery-model equations
were linearized. The final step, when using the model, is
to add some of these nonlinearities back in.

The Ho-Kalman algorithm is a classical algorithm that
solves the problem of minimal state space models of linear
time-invariant systems on the basis of system representa-
tions in terms of generalized orthogonal basis function
expansions using Markov parameter expansions.

FIG. 12A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
one embodiment of a model predictive control method 1200.
The method 1200 begins and receives 1240 battery status
information from one or more sensors 150, 265 receiving
information from a battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the
battery status information includes at least battery cell
voltage V. 130 and battery cell current I, 196. For
example, the measurement module 902 may receive 1240
battery status information. The method 1200 uses 1250 a
Kalman filter and the battery status information to provide a
state estimate vector. In one example, the Kalman filter
module 904 uses 1250 a Kalman filter and battery status
information to provide the state estimate vector.

The method 1200 inputs 1260 the state estimate vector
and battery status information into a battery model and
calculates a battery model output. The battery model repre-
sents the battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the battery
model module 906 inputs 1260 the state estimate vector and
battery status information into a battery model and calcu-
lates a battery model output. The method 1200 inputs 1270
one or more battery model outputs and an error signal in a
model predictive control algorithm to calculate an optimal
response, and the method 1200 ends. The optimal response
includes a modification of the error signal. The modified
error signal may then be used by a battery controller 111 of
the battery cell 105 to control a bypass converter 110 to
charge/discharge the battery cell to achieve a desired battery
cell response in line with the calculated optimal response. In
one example, the MPC optimization module 908 1200
inputs 1270 one or more battery model outputs and an error
signal in a model predictive control algorithm to calculate
the optimal response.

FIG. 12B is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
another embodiment of a model predictive control method
1201. The method 1201 begins and creates 1205 a full-order
battery model and derives 1210 a reduced-order battery
model. For example, the reduced order module 910, in one
embodiment, derives 1210 the reduced-order battery model
from the full-order battery model, and may also create 1205
the full-order model. For example, the reduced order module
910 may receive equations describing the battery cell 105
and may populate the equations with received test data.

The method 1201 populates 1230 a Kalman Filter with the
reduced-order battery model and initial values of the battery
cell 105 and receives 1240 battery status information from
one or more sensors 150, 265 receiving information from a
battery cell 105. In one embodiment, the Kalman filter
module 904 populates 1230 the Kalman Filter and the
measurement module 902 receives 1240 the battery status
information. The method 1201 uses 1250 a Kalman filter and
the battery status information to provide a state estimate
vector and inputs 1260 the state estimate vector and battery
status information into a battery model and calculates a
battery model output. The Kalman filter module 904 may
use 1250 a Kalman filter and the battery status information
to provide a state estimate vector and the battery model
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module 906 may input 1260 the state estimate vector and
battery status information into a battery model and calcu-
lates a battery model output.

The method 1201 inputs 1270 one or more battery model
outputs and an error signal in a model predictive control
algorithm to calculate an optimal response, and the method
1200 ends. The optimal response includes a modification of
the error signal. The modified error signal may then be used
by a battery controller 111 of the battery cell 105 to control
a bypass converter 110 to charge/discharge the battery cell
to achieve a desired battery cell response in line with the
calculated optimal response. In one example, the MPC
optimization module 908 inputs 1270 one or more battery
model outputs and an error signal in a model predictive
control algorithm to calculate the optimal response.

FIG. 12C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating
one method 1210A of deriving a reduced-order battery
model. The method 1210A may use the discrete realization
algorithm (“DRA”) as described above. The method 1210A,
in one embodiment, is implemented using the reduced order
module 910. The method 1210A begins and uses 1212 the
full-order battery model in the Laplace domain or the
Fourier domain and performs 1214 an inverse Fast Fourier
Transform (“iFFT”) at a high sample rate to get an approxi-
mate continuous-time impulse response of a variable of
interest. The method 1210A integrates 1216 the impulse
response to get a continuous-time step response of the
variable of interest and finds 1218 the discrete-time unit-
pulse response of the variable of interest by shifting the step
response and subtracting from the original step response.

The method 1210A uses 1220 the discrete-time unit-pulse
response values together with the Ho-Kalman method to
give a discrete-time state-space form (A, B, C, and D
matrices), for example in the form as described with regard
to FIG. 11. The full-order battery model of step 1212 above
is linearized before performing 1214 the iFFT. The method
1210A adds 1222 nonlinearities from the full-order battery
model back in to the reduced-order battery model, for
example, by populating the D matrix. The method 1210A
returns and repeats the steps 1212-1222 of the method for
each variable of interest.

FIG. 12D is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating an
alternate method 1210B of deriving a reduced-order battery
model. The method 1210B may use the continuous time
realization algorithm (“CRA”) as described above. The
method 1210B, in one embodiment, is implemented using
the reduced order module 910. The method 1210B begins
and samples 1224 the continuous-time frequency response
and processes 1226 them according to the Van Overschee
and de Moor method, as described above. The method
1210B converts 1228 the continuous-time form to a discrete-
time state-space form of the battery model, for example,
with A, B, C and D matrices as described above in relation
to FIG. 11. Again, the full-order battery model of step 1212
above is linearized before sampling 1224 the continuous-
time frequency response. The method 1210B adds 1222
nonlinearities from the full-order battery model back in to
the reduced-order battery model, for example, by populating
the D matrix. The method 1210B returns and repeats the
steps 1212, 12224-1228, 1222 of the method for each
variable of interest.

FIG. 12E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating a
more detailed method 1270 of calculating an optimal
response. The method 1270 provides more detail to step
1270 and other steps of the methods 1200, 1201 of FIGS.
12A and 12B. The MPC optimization module 908 may
perform the steps of the method 1270. The method 1270
begins and uses 1212 the reduced-order battery model and
state estimate vector to produce future outputs. The method
1270 uses 1274 a quadratic program to find a constrained
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optimum response. The method 1270 uses 1276 the opti-
mum response to determine a modified error signal, outputs
1278 a modified error signal to the droop controller 116, and
the method 1270 ends.

The embodiments may be practiced in other specific
forms. The described embodiments are to be considered in
all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope
of the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a measurement module that receives battery status infor-
mation from one or more sensors receiving information
from a battery cell;

a Kalman filter module that uses a Kalman filter and the
battery status information to provide a state estimate
vector;

a battery model module that inputs the state estimate
vector and battery status information into a battery
model and calculates a battery model output, the bat-
tery model representing the battery cell; and

a Model Predictive Control (“MPC”) optimization mod-
ule that inputs one or more battery model outputs and
an error signal in a model predictive control algorithm
to calculate an optimal response, the optimal response
comprising a modification of the error signal, wherein
the error signal is input to a bypass converter to control
charging and discharging of the battery cell.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the Kalman filter
comprises one of an Extended Kalman Filter (“EKF”) and a
sigma-point Kalman filter (“SPKF”).

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the battery model
comprises a reduced-order state-space representation (“re-
duced-order battery model”) of a full-order battery model,
the full-order battery model comprising one or more equa-
tions that describe functionality of the battery cell.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the reduced-order
battery model comprises at least A, B, and C matrices in a
state-space representation.

5. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the battery model
comprises one or more constraints that limit one or more
battery cell parameters, wherein the MPC optimization
module further uses the one or more constraints in calcu-
lating the optimal response to provide an optimal response
that avoids the one or more constraints.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the battery cell
parameters comprise one or more of a cell minimum voltage,
a cell maximum voltage, a cell maximum current, a maxi-
mum state-of-charge, a minimum state-of-charge, a cell
minimum open circuit voltage, a cell maximum open circuit
voltage, a maximum cell temperature, lithium concentration
in electrolyte, cell capacity, and a cell temperature.

7. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the Kalman filter is
initially populated with the reduced-order battery model.

8. The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising a reduced
order module that produces the reduced-order battery model
based on the full-order battery model using one of a discrete
realization algorithm (“DRA”) and a continuous time real-
ization algorithm (“CRA”).

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the discrete realiza-
tion algorithm comprises:

using a full-order battery model comprising one of:
transfer functions in a Laplace domain; and
frequency responses in a Fourier domain describing

internal variables of the battery cell;
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performing an inverse fast-Fourier transform (“iFFT”) at
a high sample rate to get an approximate continuous-
time impulse response of one or more of the internal
variables;

integrating the impulse response to get a continuous-time

step response of one or more of the internal variables;
finding a discrete-time unit-pulse response of one or more

of the internal variables by shifting a step response and

subtracting from an original step response;

using the discrete-time unit-pulse response values

together with the Ho-Kalman algorithm to provide a
discrete-time state-space form of the battery model
comprising A, B, C, and D matrices; and

adding one or more nonlinearities to the discrete-time

state-space form of the battery model in response to the
full-order battery model comprising nonlinearities.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the continuous time
realization algorithm comprises:

using a full-order battery model comprising one of:

transfer functions in a Laplace domain; and
frequency responses in a Fourier domain describing
internal variables of the battery cell;

sampling a continuous-time frequency response of the

full-order battery model and processing the continuous-
time frequency response according to a Van Overschee
and De Moore method to derive a continuous-time
state-space form;

converting the continuous-time state-space form to a

discrete-time state-space form of the battery model
comprising A, B, C, and D matrices; and

adding one or more nonlinearities to the discrete-time

state-space form of the battery model in response to the
full-order battery model comprising nonlinearities.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the MPC optimi-
zation module estimates one or more future responses of the
battery cell and uses the one or more future responses to
calculate the optimal response.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the one or more
future responses each comprise discrete response values,
each discrete response value separated by a time interval,
wherein the one or more future responses comprise a plu-
rality of discrete response values.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein at least one of the
one or more future responses comprise between 10 and 150
discrete responses.

14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the error signal
comprises a difference between a reference signal and a
predicted signal, the reference signal comprising one of a
reference cell current, a reference cell voltage, and a refer-
ence state-of-charge and the predicted signal comprising one
of a predicted cell current, a predicted cell voltage and a
predicted state-of-charge, and wherein the battery model
module provides the predicted signal.

15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the battery status
information comprises at least a cell voltage and a cell
current.

16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the state estimate
vector comprises a representation of a battery cell state-of-
charge and a representation of one or more of a side reaction
overpotential value, a concentration of lithium in electrolyte
of the battery cell, and a battery cell open circuit voltage.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the battery cell
comprises one of a plurality of battery cells forming a
battery unit, and further comprising:

a battery state module that determines a battery state of

each battery cell of the battery unit, a battery state of a
battery cell of the battery unit comprising a health of
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the battery cell, wherein a battery state of at least one
battery cell of the battery unit differs from a battery
state of one or more other battery cells of the battery
unit, each battery cell is connected to a shared bus
through the bypass converter, each bypass converter
providing charge to the battery cell and providing
power from the battery cell to the shared bus;

a charge/discharge modification module that determines,
based on the determined battery state of each battery
cell of the battery unit, an amount to vary a charging
characteristic for each battery cell of the battery unit
with respect to a reference charging characteristic,
wherein the charging characteristic for each battery cell
varies as a function of voltage of the shared bus; and

a charge/discharge module that charges and discharges a
battery cell of the battery unit based on the charging
characteristic of the battery cell and based on the shared
bus voltage, wherein the charge/discharge module pro-
vides a shared bus reference voltage as a reference
signal, the reference signal compared to a predicted cell
voltage to provide the error signal.

18. A method comprising:

receiving battery status information from one or more
sensors receiving information from a battery cell;

using a Kalman filter and the battery status information to
provide a state estimate vector;

inputting the state estimate vector and battery status
information into a battery model and calculating a
battery model output, the battery model representing
the battery cell;

inputting one or more battery model outputs and an error
signal in a model predictive control algorithm to cal-
culate an optimal response, the optimal response com-
prising a modification of the error signal; and

inputting the error signal to a bypass converter to control
charging and discharging of a battery cell.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising deriving

a reduced-order battery model from a full-order battery
model representing the battery cell, wherein the battery
model comprises the reduced-order battery model.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising initializ-
ing the Kalman filter by populating the Kalman filter with
the reduced-order battery model.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein deriving the
reduced-order battery model from the full-order battery
model comprises using a discrete realization algorithm
(“DRA”) comprising:

using a full-order battery model comprising one of:
transfer functions in a Laplace domain; and
frequency responses in a Fourier domain describing

internal variables of the battery cell;

performing an inverse fast-Fourier transtorm (“iFFT”) at
a high sample rate to get an approximate continuous-
time impulse response of one or more of the internal
variables;

integrating the impulse response to get a continuous-time
step response of one or more of the internal variables;

finding a discrete-time unit-pulse response of one or more
of the internal variables by shifting a step response and
subtracting from an original step response;

using the discrete-time unit-pulse response values
together with the Ho-Kalman algorithm to provide a
discrete-time state-space form of the battery model
comprising A, B, C, and D matrices; and

adding one or more nonlinearities to the discrete-time
state-space form of the battery model in response to the
full-order battery model comprising nonlinearities.
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22. The method of claim 19, wherein deriving the
reduced-order battery model from the full-order battery
model comprises using a continuous time realization algo-
rithm (“CRA”) comprising:

using a full-order battery model comprising one of:

transfer functions in a Laplace domain; and
frequency responses in a Fourier domain describing
internal variables of the battery cell;

sampling a continuous-time frequency response of the

full-order battery model and processing the continuous-
time frequency response according to a Van Overschee
and De Moore method to derive a continuous-time
state-space form;

converting the continuous-time state-space form to a

discrete-time state-space form of the battery model
comprising A, B, C, and D matrices; and

adding one or more nonlinearities to the discrete-time

state-space form of the battery model in response to the
full-order battery model comprising nonlinearities.

23. The method of claim 18, wherein calculating an
optimal response comprises estimating one or more future
responses of the battery cell and using the one or more future
responses to calculate the optimal response.

24. The method of claim 18, wherein the error signal
comprises a difference between a reference signal and a
predicted signal, the reference signal comprising one of a
reference cell current, a reference cell voltage, and a refer-
ence state-of-charge and the predicted signal comprising one
of a predicted cell current, a predicted cell voltage and a
predicted state-of-charge, and wherein the battery model
provides the predicted signal.

25. A system comprising:

a plurality of direct current (“DC”) to DC bypass con-

verters, each bypass converter connected to a battery
cell of a plurality of battery cells forming a battery unit,
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and to a shared bus, the battery unit providing power to

a load, each bypass converter controlling charging and

discharging of the connected battery cell;

a battery controller for each bypass converter, the battery
controller for a battery cell controls an amount of
charging and discharging of the attached battery cell
based on one or more control objectives, each battery
controller comprising:

a bypass converter droop controller that controls cur-
rent of the battery cell attached to the bypass con-
verter of the battery cell according to a modified
error signal;

a measurement module that receives battery status
information from one or more sensors receiving
information from a battery cell;

a Kalman filter module that uses a Kalman filter and the
battery status information to provide a state estimate
vector;

a battery model module that inputs the state estimate
vector and battery status information into a battery
model and calculates a battery model output, the
battery model representing the battery cell; and

an MPC optimization module that inputs one or more
battery model outputs and an error signal in a model
predictive control algorithm to calculate an optimal
response, the optimal response comprising the modi-
fied error signal, wherein the error signal comprises
a difference between a reference signal and a pre-
dicted signal, wherein the battery model module
provides the predicted signal.

26. The system of claim 25, further comprising one or
more of the battery unit and the shared bus, wherein the
shared bus provides power to one or more of a shared bus
battery and an auxiliary load.
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